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I fell in love with 
woodturning a long time 
ago. At the time, I was a 
poor college student 
recently married and had 
no furniture. The 
university had a 
woodworking shop with a 
lathe. I learned how to 
use the lathe and made a 
living room set with 
turned spindles. We still 
have that furniture 
despite having moved 
back and forth across the 
country and recovering 
the cushions a couple of 
times. 

A short time later, after 
graduation, we moved to 
Boston (Peabody 

actually) for a short-
term work assignment. 
One Sunday we 
bought a newspaper 
(remember those?) 
and I read the want 
ads. (This was very 
unusual for me.)  I 
happened to see a 
note about a lathe for 
sale. We saw it and 
bought it. What a 
mistake! We lived in a 
small apartment and 
were expecting our 
second child. 

Continue Page 4 

 

Next Demonstration  I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

AWA Membership – renew or join 
today! A few benefits of Membership to this awesome club!   

• Monthly meetings – either in person or virtual 

• Instant Gallery/President’s challenge to view work 

• Meetings Videotaped for members 

• Monthly newsletter 

• Network with other turners - AWA Google group to 
interact, sell, discuss woodturning 

• Discounts at local woodworking stores 

• Library – during onsite meetings 

• Join online or mail in your membership 

 

 
 

Jim 

 

Arizona Woodturners Association  

Registration  

RSVP for April 17th 

Click here to sign-up 

I like to try 
new projects 
and explore 

new frontiers!  
 

http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/membership/
http://azwoodturners.org/machform/view.php?id=35381
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/AWA-Membership-2021.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vnURNALT-OTmZsvPellpyuLwE0WaWfCf295K_rm708Y/edit?usp=sharing
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Welcome AWA Members. This will be my last President’s message, as I will 

be stepping down as AWA President effective our April meeting. 

I would like to take this time to thank all of you for allowing me to be your 

president. It has been an honor and a privilege to serve you and represent our 

club. The club board, officers and I have made great strides to improve our club in the past four 

years. I would like to think that I played a small part of that growth. 

During my two terms I always tried to help as many members as I could. I want to let you know 

that I will continue to help and serve the members of this club. 

I am leaving the club in excellent hands. Your new president (after elections), Brian Lensink, will 

do an awesome job, as well as the rest of the officers and board members. 

I hope that you continue to support them as you have supported me.   

I leave you with this, it takes more than 11 people to run this club. This club belongs to all of us 

and we all need to do our part to make it the best that it can be. Be sure to watch for the proposal 

on a new learning center. 

Again, thank you for letting me serve you as AWA President. As always, turn often and turn safe 

and see you on Zoom, on Tuesday, April 13th for Shop Talk or Saturday, April 17 for the 

demonstration from Alan Stratton.                                                    

 

  

President’s Message Jim McCleary 

President’s Challenge for 

 April 2021 

“Something with two different 

woods” 
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Eric Lofstrom – March 20th 
 
 
 
   

Virtual Meeting Video demonstration 

available in the Member’s Only section 

of the AWA Website. 

Professional video available for four 

weeks. 

Eric spoke about the creation behind his pieces, 

demonstrated shapes, turning, coloring and tips.  

Paper towel roll above with sand paper – gets in 

those curves!  Check out his website and video. 

https://www.ericlofstrom.com/
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April 17 – Noon 

Alan Stratton – Perfect Spheres 

& Faux Sea Urchin ornament 

Faux Sea Urchin 

ornaments 

Continue from Page 1 …. 

Over the years, I used the lathe occasionally. It was an old Rockwell lathe. I really wanted to turn bowls 

but the headstock was very sloppy and limited my success. At the same time, my family and regular job 

precluded me from doing very much with the lathe. 

Later I got rid of the lathe and bought a nice new one. Happy days, but work and family still came first. 

Later yet, I decided to pursue the dream again. My children have all left the house and I have made the 

time to turn. Now, I make a turning video every week to post to my As Wood Turns web site and YouTube 

channel. There are over 400 videos now. Every year, I host a Christmas Ornament Challenge open to all 

crafts. This challenge is a lot of fun and helps celebrate Christmas. You too can join in the fun each 

November. 

I am not a professional woodturner, that university degree was in accounting. I’m learning with each 

project. I decided to specialize in turning diversity. I like to try new projects and explore new frontiers. For 

example, I developed the Infinite Axis Chuck for multi-axis turning. 

I want to share my dream with others I know are out there who also dream of making something beautiful. 

Alan’s website 

REMEMBER… AWA WON THIS 

FREE DEMO WITH ALAN FROM 

HIS CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT 

CONTEST.    THANK YOU, ALAN! 

Alan’s website has a “Plans n Resources” link that has 

numerous jigs and projects: 

• Cutting Segmenting Rings 

• Table Saw Cutting Jig 

• Perfect Spheres 

• Threading Wood 

• Decorating End Grain  

• DIY Approach to Waterproof Wood 

• Triple Wire Woodburner 

• Handy Screw Chuck            AND LOTS MORE! 

https://www.aswoodturns.com/
https://www.aswoodturns.com/category/tools-and-jigs/
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The complete handouts/directions from Alan on Sphere and Faux Sea Urchin will be emailed 
before the demo and also on the website (below is a snippet).  Virtual demo April 17th!  
 

Hand Cut Sphere – No Expensive Jig 

 

Objective: To turn a perfect sphere or ball out of wood or other material using usual and 
customary tools. More to the point. Not to have to purchase an expensive single purpose jig.  
 
Preliminary Notes: A sphere is the 3-dimensional equivalent of a circle – a 
slice from a sphere yields a circle.  
 
A cube is the 3-dimensional equivalent of a square. A slice parallel to one side 
of the cube yields a square.  
 
A cylinder is the 3-diensional equivalent of a rectangle with a rotation thorough 
the centerline. A slice through the axis of the cylinder yields a rectangle.  
 
In woodturning, the lathe transforms our 2-dimensional image into a 3-dimensional shape.  
 
This process combines cutting an octagon with a finishing process that perfects the sphere.   
 
 

Turning a Faux Sea Urchin Ornament 
 

Sea urchin shells lend themselves to woodturning. They are already round and seem to have top 
and bottom mounting holes. They add color and visual interest to woodturning projects, especially 
ornaments. But am I limited to using a fragile shell? Why not turn a similar object from wood? This 
presentation will leverage the process for turning a perfect sphere.  
 
The presentation will progress into a defined multi-axis turning resembling a 
sea urchin shell.  
 
What is a sea urchin? Sea urchins, are typically spiny, globular animals, 
echinoderms in the class Echinoidea. About 950 species live on the 
seabed, inhabiting all oceans and depth zones from the intertidal to 5,000 
meters. Their hard shells are round and spiny, usually from 3 to 10 cm 
across. –Wikipedia 
 
How about a wood sea urchin?  
At the Raleigh AAW symposium, I attended demonstrations by Max Brosi, an Irish woodturner. 
Once home, I turned my version of his projects. One, his bat form, caught my wife’s eye, who then 
suggested that I could scale it down to a Christmas ornament. This was easier said than done as it 
is not a simple matter to scale from 8 inches diameter to about 2-3 inches. Several attempts 
shattered on my lathe. Finally, I arrived at a process that reliably yields a sea urchin for an 
ornament. It is distinctly different from Max Brosi’s bat form. 
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Alan Di Somma is a woodworker living in a retirement village in east Mesa. He has access to the 

community shop and also has a shop at home. He turns on an older Atlas lathe that he has 

converted to a DC motor with variable speed.  He also has a good supply of older and newer 

lathe tools and a Jet mini lathe that he is using to train a grandson who will probably own it soon.  

Alan is eager to learn lathe tool sharpening procedures so he can get the best use out of his Jet 

sharpening system and his variety of lathe tools.  

Alan has a good collection of wood, much of it from 

trips to Texas to visit family and some that was located 

during his car travels during his real job/career.   While some of us consider 

ourselves to be ‘tool-a-holics’, Alan 

thinks he might be a ‘wood-a-holic’ 

and all the Anchorsealed wood at his 

house may be a clue.   I’m thinking 

maybe the mini lathe goes to Texas 

and some oak & pecan make the trip 

back to Mesa to further extend his 

wood collection.   

Alan attended his first AWA Zoom 

meeting in February and is anxious to meet other turners to share turning 

knowledge.  

Welcome to the Arizona Woodturners Association, Alan  

 
 

Travis Hough is a retired City of Phoenix Zoning 

Department employee living on a ‘county island’ near 

Litchfield, AZ.  He has only been turning for a few 

months on his Rikon lathe using carbide Easy Wood 

tools to shape his pens.  His gun pens have been 

popular with friends and they have been keeping him 

busy with repeat requests (orders).   

Travis has been a woodworker for years, and his 

venture into turning will be aided by his woodworking, woodburning and 

carving hobbies and skills.  A fellow AWA member has been working on 

Travis to take up woodturning for quite some time and now will become chief mentor to guide Travis down the 

woodturning path.  Next purchase for Travis will most likely be a Wolverine 

sharpening jig and maybe another tool or two.  

Travis tuned in to his first AWA Zoom meeting in February and is looking 

forward for many more learning sessions. 

Welcome to the Arizona Woodturners Association, Travis  

 

Some new members in the last couple months. 

Each member receives a welcome packet. 
A BIG WELCOME TO ALL! 
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Achieving The End Result By Pete Beschenbossel 

As woodturners we view the work of others and if we like it, we might choose to duplicate similar 

pieces but have questions regarding the processes. At first seeing the piece we might like the 

shape but not the finish or vice versa. You might like either higher or lower gloss. The surface 

preparation determines the type finish that can be achieved. In this article I will be discussing the 

process I use to achieve a desired finish. As an octogenarian, I have been doing woodworking for 

many years and have concentrated on woodturning for the past 15 years. I have used various 

products and processes but have reduced it down to a single process for all my woodturning still 

being able to achieve various results. By having only one process to contend with, I keep the cost 

and time at a minimum and have become more proficient.  

First, surface preparation is a must. As a woodturner, using sharp tools is a must in achieving a 

smooth surface. If you make your finish cuts by shear scraping you can achieve a surface that 

requires less sanding. In sanding I start with 100-grit and continue through to 2000-grit or finer. 

Between the application of each grit I wipe the surface with a paper towel to remove any grit left on 

the surface from the previous grit. Once satisfied with the surface smoothness I proceed to sealing 

it. 

Second, seal the wood surface. Sealing the surface is important especially on less dense woods. 

Sometimes I skip the sealing process on denser woods and go directly to applying a final finish. 

When sealing the surface, I use shellac mixed with alcohol because it dries faster. When the 

surface is dry, I repeat the sanding process. Note, shellac is not good for a final finish because it is 

not moisture proof and water will cause the finish to form a white spot or ring on the surface. 

However, an oil finish can be attained because the oil penetrates the shellac. 

Third, I use Minwax Tung Oil Finish applied with a paper towel for the final finish. I wait several 

minutes and then wipe it off and allow it to dry. I apply two or three coats of Minwax, sanding 

between each coat. I get a very high gloss with three coats of the Minwax. I generally pour a small 

amount of the oil in a little paper cup and close the can in case I forget to close it later. After I have 

applied the oil, I can pour any of the unused oil back in the can and reseal it. Note, as the tung oil 

finish is used up, air in the can will tend to harden the contents; I just add a little turpentine to keep 

it from hardening.  I’ve used Watco Danish Oil in the past and even mixed my own using linseed 

oil, varnish and turpentine or mineral spirits.  Note that the Minwax product does not contain tung 

oil which is extracted from the tung bean and quite expensive; it is a mixture of varnish, an oil such 

as derived from linseed, and a thinning agent. Their exact formula is not known publicly.  

As a final surface, I apply a coat of Johnson’s Paste Wax to help protect the surface. After the 

application of the wax I buff it with a soft cloth. There are many ways to finish a piece; the process 

I use is good for indoors but for outdoors I would use a different method and different products.   
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Photography & Your Woodwork   

                                       By Richard January, AWA Club Photographer 

                   Stay tuned for tidbits to help your photos look great in future newsletters! 

You do not need expensive equipment to take good photographs of your work.  

You can use your cell phone and some relatively inexpensive equipment to 

take great photographs. 

The things you need to consider are lighting and background.  Obviously, you can just put your 

bowl or other item on the bed of the lathe and just photograph it.  This may be the picture you want 

in some instances.  However, it usually will not show your workpiece to best advantage. 

Background:  Your background 

needs to be larger than the item 

being photographed; enough larger 

so that it covers the width and 

height of the camera frame.  You 

can use a sheet of poster board for 

smaller items.  Push a table against 

the wall and tape the poster board 

to the wall so that it forms a curve 

from the wall to the table.  If your 

item is too large for the sheet of 

poster board a piece of cloth can 

be used.  Cloth should not be shiny 

and should be draped to cause a 

curve from the wall to the table 

surface.  The color of the backdrop 

should be chosen to show off, and 

not clash with the object being photographed. 

 

 

               

  What is a favorite web link or your Snowbird club link? 

Do you belong to another club or watch demos frequently from a specific 

company or turner?   Click here – add it.  We can link it on the AWA 

website for other turners to enjoy!  Or email the webmaster. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc5SJPv0Gbr0NzytVy7nNjO9Iw2HwyZHpooBqm-Q8xMd6nZoA/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:%20webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
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For sale: 24” 

chainsaw slightly 

used…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In case you missed it in the AAW email a few weeks ago, here is an EXCELLENT video on 
sharpening by Doug Thompson: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttYyulsM7wg&feature=youtu.be 

The tools come sharp and ready to use. To keep them sharp I’ve created a simple sharpening 
guide to duplicate the way I grind each tool.  Here is a Sharpening Guide link from Doug. 

Great for the new turner and a refresher for everyone else.  

  

Studies confirm that laughter lowers blood pressure and 

releases beta-endorphins, a chemical in the brain that creates a 

sense of joy.   

Thank you to Jim Meizelis for supplying some humor for the 

AWA Newsletter. 

 

 

Studies confirm that laughter lowers blood pressure and releases beta-

endorphins, a chemical in the brain that creates a sense of joy.   

Thank you to Jim Meizelis for supplying some humor for the AWA 

Newsletter. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttYyulsM7wg&feature=youtu.be
https://devnet1.com/tool/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Sharpening.pdf
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I wanted to share a letter from Marvin Fretwell as the Safety Article for the month.  Marvin 
wrote about an accident in his community woodshop. My comments at the end (3 pages). 
Be aware of graphic descriptions, use your own discretion on reading.    Dale 
 
On Monday, 3/8/21, during the afternoon woodshop session at our over-55 active-adult community we had 
a lathe accident that could have been deadly.  Thankfully it was not, but it was serious enough the 
woodshop officers felt I should document what happened, and we did a post-event analysis of what safety 
measures we need to improve as a result of this accident.   

I think this story and the analysis will be useful to AWA members as well, so I am forwarding it to you for 
your consideration for publication and for Dale’s review.  

I personally have been teaching Lathe Safety classes to our new woodturners in our community, and I tell 
them that wearing an (ANSI Z87+ approved) face shield is mandatory in our woodshop, and I explain 
why.  But I also warn them that even this face shield will not protect them fully from a flying bowl or a piece 
of one if it weighs more than a few ounces -- so always be very aware of the red zone, and try to stay out of 
it.   

On Monday, one of our newest woodturners, who had attended my last Lathe Safety class, and had also 
attended a Bowl Gouge training class, was working on the inside of a bowl.  It was shaping up nicely.  He'd 
used the gouge well; and had used a negative rake scraper to get a nice finish on the interior.  In 
preparation for sanding the interior he reached over to turn the lathe's speed knob to zero, but he turned the 
speed knob the wrong direction, and the lathe instantly jumped to about 3,400 rpm, and the bowl exploded 
from the centrifugal force.  He had no tools on the bowl at all.   

About 40-percent of the seven-inch diameter bowl flew directly at his face, hitting the face shield directly in 
line with his eyes.  It hit with such force it knocked the clear plastic liner completely out of the 
framework.  We presume it mashed the clear plastic against his face.  Given the distance between the 
shield and his face, how could it have not?  Thank God it blunted the blow to his face a bit -- but there was 
a whole lot of energy in that piece.  It tore his face shield completely off his face, and dropped the face 
shield frame across the room.  He walked away from this, apparently unharmed -- due to the protection of 
the face shield. 

At first, we thought that the same piece that hit him bounded off his face shield and hit the ceiling, 12 feet 
up, with sufficient force to tear the cloth liner over the acoustic panel it struck.  Then it fell to the floor again, 
thankfully not hitting him or anyone else.  Later analysis suggests it may have been the remaining part of 
the bowl that hit the ceiling.  We simply don't know.   

The most likely scenario is that the 40-percent piece broke free and hit our woodturner, and milliseconds 
later the now-highly-unbalanced remainder tore off its dovetail tendon and smashed into the ceiling.  Two 
separate missiles.  We had no high-speed camera in place at the time of the accident, so we'll never really 
know how it all unfolded.  We do know it happened very fast.  

I have absolutely no doubt that if our new woodturner had not been wearing that face shield he'd have had 
serious facial injuries and probably loss of an eye! 

An accident…  
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The face shield we provide are the UVEX Bionic, which has a full frame around the 
clear plastic, as shown in the picture.   Our new woodturner liked what we provide, 
but wanted his own, so he was wearing the exact same brand, with his personal 
decal on the head-protection part of the face shield to identify it. 

He will need to purchase a new clear plastic insert, because the one that saved his 
face and eyes is no longer fit for use.  It did not tear or break or shatter, and thus 
saved our woodturner -- but it took a beating.  He may need to just throw away the 
framework and buy a whole new face shield.  We haven't inspected the anchor points 
to see if they survived or not.  It may be wisest just to trash it and not try to save any 
money.  In mountain climbing, they always emphasized that a climbing rope needs to be retired after 
catching one serious fall because the stretchiness that cushions the fall is decreased.  The face shield costs 
$27 on Amazon.  It saved a face.  It did its job.  Retire it. 

This accident occurred on my watch.  I was one of two woodshop monitors for that afternoon session.  As 
should always be done, we (the woodshop's officers) have looked at this accident as a way to learn what 
we need to do to prevent such an accident from occurring again to someone else.  Following is our 
analysis. 

The first mistake was that a new woodturner was working on a piece of spalted sycamore.  As we all know, 
spalted wood is not nearly as structurally stable as normal wood, because spalting is the beginning stages 
of fungal rot.  I've turned scores of bowls from spalted wood, but we all agreed that beginning turners 
should stick to sound wood and progress to spalted wood when they are proficient at all the new things they 
need to learn by doing.  The spalted sycamore did not have any visible cracks, and cut like sound 
wood.  But it couldn't withstand the great centrifugal force of 3,400 rpm. 

The second mistake was that we have a standing policy for our woodshop that the lathes be kept on the 
lower range pulleys.  All five of our lathes are variable speed, but they have two belt ranges -- low and 
high.  Top rpm in the low range are about 1,200.  For some turners, 1,200 rpm is too slow for fine spindle 
work, so they will move the belt to the high-speed pulley, and then forget to put it back to the low-speed 
pulley when finished doing spindle work.  We will correct this!  No turner will be allowed to move the belt to 
the high-speed range without a monitor's permission, and then the monitor will be responsible to make sure 
the user puts the belt back to the low-speed range after he or she is done.   

The third mistake was that we failed to anticipate that anyone might be dyslexic about which way to turn the 
speed control!  You know, it is just obvious to us old-time turners.  But not everyone can be expected to 
know and remember that counterclockwise is slower!  And that oversight almost ended in tragedy.  We 
have had a policy of teaching that the lathe power switch needs to be off whenever doing any attachment of 
a work piece to the lathe, or doing any belt adjustments, or using a knock-out bar, or maintaining the lathe 
itself.  But we have also taught our new woodturners to use the speed control to stop the lathe to inspect 
their progress.  If the speed control is always at zero before the lathe is started, it prevents beginners from 
starting at too high a speed. It also teaches them how to quickly adjust the speed.  Practice makes 
perfect.  But we had not anticipated a dyslexic approach to the speed control.  And it was damned near 
disastrous! 
 
We debated whether to go back to always using the on-off switch to stop the lathe spindle; and the four of 
us concluded that our former policy is still the best one, but we will have to give specific training instruction 
on proper use of the speed control in the future -- on a lathe with nothing mounted on the spindle. 

The fourth mistake we made is that our woodturner says he is fine, and he didn't have any bruising, 
dizziness, nor soreness; and so, we failed to complete an accident report.  It was only as I was preparing to 
write this article that it occurred to me how foolish we have been.  We'll get that corrected tomorrow.  As 
with all cases where there is potential injury, visible or invisible, there is potential liability.  Getting the facts 
of the matter down on paper and acknowledged by all interested parties is extremely important legally, and 
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also serves to protect the potentially injured party.  What if our woodturner starts suffering from whiplash in 
a few weeks?  By establishing that the incident occurred, we protect him as well as ourselves.  He wants 
our insurance to cover him if he did suffer a hidden injury; and that is what we would want too; that is what 
we have it for. 

The four woodshop officers who did the post-event analysis are just like most of you AWA members.  We're 
not safety experts.  So ... if you see something we missed, or have some advice, or disagreement, we are 
more than welcoming of your input.  Please direct your comments to mofretwell@gmail.com, but cc the 
AWA google group so all AWA members can benefit from the discussions. 

 Submitted by Marvin Fretwell (3/9/2021) 

Response by Dale Gillaspy: 

Hi Marvin, thanks for being willing to share this.  

As I read it, a few things came to mind, in no particular order.  

First, Yes…. spend the money on the full shield. The mountain climbing analogy is a good one, and 

manufacturers’ of construction hard hats have a similar disclaimer in their literature. You can’t always see 

the damage. 

Second, manufacturers would agree that beginning turners need to stick with what we think is sound wood. 

There is always that possibility there is a hidden crack, but starting out with weak wood is not a great way to 

start. 

Third, you mentioned changing pulley ranges. I would agree that they need to be put back, but I would also 

add that part of a “Pre start up” checklist, so to speak, would also be to check the pulley range every time 

before you start the lathe. 

Along those same lines, I am a big fan of standing out of the line of fire whenever turning on the lathe or 

changing speeds. The one thing I don’t like about my Powermatic is that it does not have a remote control. I 

have been using Larry’s American Beauty and have come to appreciate the foot switch on the right side 

and the remote switch so you don’t have to reach for the stop switch. I know that is probably not an option 

with your lathes, but I thought it worth mentioning. 

Finally, you mentioned the incident report. I think every incident that results in human or machine damage 

be written up and reviewed for policy changes I also think any near miss incident deserves the same 

scrutiny. Finally, as far as liability goes, any time anyone is hit with a flying piece of wood, “gets their bell 

rung…” gets cut to the point of needing medical attention, I would strongly consider calling 911. While it 

may be overkill in certain circumstances, I doubt anyone in the shop is an emergency medial professional. If 

paramedics come and the patient refuses to go to the hospital against medical advice, that is on them. If 

they come and it only winds up being a first aid call, so be it, but you are relieved of the burden of making 

that decision. It doesn’t cost anything for them to come out, it is your tax dollars at work. There is only a fee 

incurred if ambulance transportation is utilized. If the patient needs stitches or an x ray but ambulance 

transportation is not necessary, you can be of assistance by calling the patient’s spouse or driving them to 

the hospital or urgent care if you feel comfortable in doing so. In NO circumstance should the patient be 

allowed to drive themselves to get medical care.  I could go on and on, and you can discuss a threshold 

where you want to call 911 with your fellow safety monitors, but I look at it not only from a Paramedic’s 

perspective, but as a Risk Manager. 

Thanks for sending to us, Dale 

mailto:mofretwell@gmail.com
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When announced at our last meeting a newer member said Lyle was the first person to talk to him 

last year at the first meeting he ever attended.  Lyle was very helpful, and welcomed him to AWA.  

The AWA Photo Gallery has lots of images of work that Lyle turned. 

An exert from Lyle’s obituary: SEPTEMBER 5, 1942 – JANUARY 28, 2021 

Lyle Hill made friends easily and enjoyed talking to anyone, including 

complete strangers.  He liked being the person that everyone notices, 

and would crack jokes and wear loud shirts to attract attention; people 

delighted in his quick wit and many catch phrases. He was active in his 

community and belonged to many clubs and service organizations, 

including the Villa Park Fishing Club, Lombard Lions Club, and Villa Park 

Lodge #1113. A lifelong Chicago Cubs fan and former season ticket holder, Lyle took great joy in 

seeing his beloved Cubbies win the World Series. Lyle also enjoyed every hobby he tried. His 

favorites included hunting, fishing, golfing, and woodworking. He liked to travel and was proud that 

he had visited every state in the U.S. But when asked, he would often say that his proudest 

personal accomplishment was becoming an Eagle Scout at age 13. Lyle is survived by his wife 

Chris, daughters Nancy and Dana, his sister Susan, many nieces and nephews, and friends. 

 

A note Mickey’s widow, Diane, wrote for us: 

Mickey Kundrat was an amazing husband, father, grandfather and 

friend.  He was the owner builder of our home.  He was an electrician 

by trade, but his last job was as a Sr. Building Inspector for the City of 

Tempe, where we met.  

He was a man of integrity.  He was the most considerate person I had 

ever met.  Even in the worst of circumstances, he always did the right 

thing.  He was all man, but very in touch with his feelings and never 

shy about expressing them.  He had a crazy sense of humor.  One of 

his greatest joys was bringing a smile to someone’s face. 

Mickey loved the outdoors.  He was an avid hunter and fisherman.  We traveled all over America 

in our camper and later a 5th wheel. 

He was passionate about woodworking.  Because of health reasons, he was only able to make a 

few pieces of furniture, but they were top quality because he was meticulous.  He thought turning 

bowls would be perfect for him because it wasn’t so physically demanding.  Unfortunately, it was 

not to be, but he told me in his last days to make sure the Woodturner’s Association got first dibs 

on his equipment and I hope others will enjoy using his woodworking machinery and tools. 

The AWA Tool Disposal program will hold Mickey’s Tool Estate Sale on April 3rd. 

Two AWA Members gone in 2021 

http://azwoodturners.org/piwigo/
file:///C:/Users/pjone/Documents/AWA/Newsletter/2021/April/Lyle%20Hill%20Obit.pdf
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Women in Turning is a committee within the American 
Association of Woodturners organization.  The WIT committee 
goal is to get more women involved with woodturning and 
embellishing turned objects.  WIT plans special events with AAW 
chapters and has a major gathering at the National AAW 
symposium each year. Plans for 
WIT in Chattanooga - 2022 are 
currently in progress. 

The AWA club hopes to plan 
some meetings (maybe on Zoom 

initially) for the women in AWA to share turning and embellishing 
ideas. Wood burning, painting and carving of turned wood could be 
some of the embellishing topics.  

Women AWA members will be contacted soon to determine 
interest and establish a participation list. 

Dave Madden is the AWA Women in Turning Liaison.  He is 
excited to offer more opportunities to the AWA women in our cub. 

If you are not currently an AAW member and would like to receive 
WIT news and more, please sign up for a FREE Affiliate 
Membership (for individuals who are members of local chapters) or a FREE Guest Membership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 WIT Turning Gallery, Dec 2020 

What is WIT – Women in Turning? 

President Challenges 2021 
April:   Two or more different types of wood. 

May:   Any type of wood found in the desert, not in your backyard. 

June:   Turn a vase 6"+. 

July:    Project that has some kind of burning on it. Can be a torch or wood burning 

tool. 

Aug:    A project using the letter A. It can reference the kind of wood or the name for 

the project.  

Sept:   Any kind of toy. 

Oct:    Beads of Courage bowls or boxes. 

 

https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/WIT/WIT-Home-Page.aspx?WebsiteKey=c9100f02-c77e-4177-a9bc-7d3eb0216238&hkey=7f6a65b2-ec98-472f-a7b6-2ac573f7258d&New_ContentCollectionOrganizerCommon=1#New_ContentCollectionOrganizerCommon
https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/Join-Pages/Affiliate-Membership.aspx
https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/Join-Pages/Affiliate-Membership.aspx
https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/Join-Pages/Guest_Online-Membership.aspx
https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/WIT/WIT-Home-Page.aspx?WebsiteKey=c9100f02-c77e-4177-a9bc-7d3eb0216238&hkey=7f6a65b2-ec98-472f-a7b6-2ac573f7258d&New_ContentCollectionOrganizerCommon=1#New_ContentCollectionOrganizerCommon
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IF you find it difficult…  to hold a precious turned piece and have not yet justified the 

purchase of a device to hold your work, try this.   Partially fill a plastic shopping bag with lathe 

shavings, saw dust or jointer shavings.  Tape the bag closed with masking tape.  Put into 

second bag and tape closed.  Lay bag on workbench, flatten the bag a bit and then carefully 

wiggle that prized turning into the bag.  It will take the shape of the turning and help you hold it 

while you perform those final manual touches. 

If you are struggling with something, find a fix! 

         

Donation from Diane Kundrat 

In Mickey’s name and with his love of learning, Diane has offered the use of her husband’s 25’ x 30’ 

workshop as a possible learning/training center for AWA. The Board is excited about the possibilities 

and looking in to the legal liabilities and insurance costs.  Stay tuned for more information.  Do we 

have any lawyers or insurance folks who can help, as we figure all this out?  Email us.  Be sure to 

watch for the email with more details on the new learning center coming to all AWA members. 

 

 Woodturning Magazine 

donates to our New 

Member Packets!  They 

literally send us from the 

UK some of their older 

issues for new members.  

A great little magazine! 

“I like the magazine and 

have been subscribing 

for a few years.” 

          Dale Guilford 

 

“Dale turned us on to this 

great magazine.  Lots of 

great articles and 

references.” 

 Dick Jones 

It amazes me they don’t have a direct website – that’s not their thing.  But they produce a great magazine that you 

have many options/ways to subscribe to it. 

mailto:%20webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
http://www.pocketmags.com
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Happenings for 2021 
 

 

April 3rd - Estate Sale in Gilbert 

   Mickey Kundrat woodshop 

 

April 17 – virtual demonstration from Utah 

President Challenge:  2 or more different types of wood 

o Alan Stratton - perfect spheres without a jig and faux sea urchin 

 

PERFECT SPHERES – No Expensive jig 

Learn to hand turn a perfect sphere using the octagon method 
and scrap wood faceplates.  And usually in less time than 
using a specialized jig. 

 

 

                   Faux Sea Urchins 

 

 

May 15 – virtual meeting  

                      President Challenge:  Any type of wood found in the desert, not in your backyard 

o Dale Gillaspy - different mallets: carvers’ mallets, dead blow, some with brass or 
copper, some with non-marring surface like cork 

 

 

 

 

 

AAW SYMPOSIUM  

o July 15-18, 2021 

Virtual – stay tuned for more information from AAW 
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Maple Blank for Spoon 
Blank Mounted on Jig Hollow Spoon Bowl 
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Spoon Blank Bottom Spoon Blank Top Spoon Blank Removed 

from Jig 

 

Mount between Centers & Turn a Tenon Rough Shape on Bandsaw 

Mount in Chuck & Shape on Lathe Final Shape with Belt & Drum Sander 
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If you are interested in learning more about 

woodturning – if you are a beginner or advanced – 

check out Shop Talk! 

 

On the 2nd Tuesday of the month – we are going to 

have Shop Talk Live on Zoom.   

 

A Zoom invite to AWA members will go out on April 

12th for the Shop Talk. 

 

Hosts:  John Lea & Dale Guilford 

 
April 13th – 7pm – AWA Members 

Here is a video for you to view, the evening will start with discussions about this video 

(review video – click here). 

Woodturning Tool Store have live stream videos several times a month for 

woodturners – some paid, some free.  

 

I have always had problems with finishing.  Here is a REALLY GOOD video on sanding & finishing 
mentioned in the last AAW email newsletter: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ki614x8SopU&feature=youtu.be 

” In this video, Les Casteel starts with preparatory tips, including sanding and dust control, before 
he demonstrates how to add water-based aniline dye to a turned piece. (The discussion about 
color starts at approximately 7:11.) Color Finishing Wood with Dyes, Les Casteel (TRT 28:45) “ 

Well worth watching with some great tips and reminders.  I am going to try the one about using 
sidewalk chalk to highlight scratches.  The history of aniline dyes was interesting. 

Jim Meizelis                                      

 

These might be good to use for our newer turners. 

 

http://blog.woodturnerscatalog.com/2021/03/woodturning-101-video-5-rough-seal-a-green-wood-

bowl/ 

 

Richard January                              

 

https://blog.woodturnerscatalog.com/2021/03/woodturning-101-video-5-rough-seal-a-green-wood-bowl/
https://woodturningtoolstore.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ki614x8SopU&feature=youtu.be
http://aaow.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMTYyMzU3JnA9MSZ1PTQwNDI5NDY3NiZsaT0yNjkxOTExNA/index.html
http://blog.woodturnerscatalog.com/2021/03/woodturning-101-video-5-rough-seal-a-green-wood-bowl/
http://blog.woodturnerscatalog.com/2021/03/woodturning-101-video-5-rough-seal-a-green-wood-bowl/
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Thank you to our AWA members who are sending in links to share!    
Send in links you watch, enjoy, today to webmaster@AZWoodturners.org!   

AAW Remote Demonstration Event Calendar  
(Cost range zero to $20 each) 

https://community.woodturner.org/events/ird-demonstrations 

April 2021 

Kintsugi for Wood 
When:  Apr 1, 2021 from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM (ET) 

Turning the Third Burl 
When:  Apr 3, 2021 from 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM (ET) 

Tall Colored Lidded Hollow Vessel, Session #2 
When:  Apr 3, 2021 from 1:00 PM to 4:30 PM (ET) 

Self-Presenting Oak Coved Bowl 
When:  Apr 3, 2021 from 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM (ET) 

Butterfly Crack Repair 
When:  Apr 6, 2021 from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM (ET) 

Intro to Spindle Turning 
When:  Apr 6, 2021 from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM (ET) 

LIVE with LYLE - Square Edge Bowl 4-7 
When:  Apr 7, 2021 from 7:00 PM to 9:30 PM (ET) 

ATEM Mini Video Switcher: Advanced Tutorial 
When:  Apr 10, 2021 from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM (ET) 

Wood, Wire, and Fire 
When:  Apr 10, 2021 from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM (ET) 

Ask the Woodturner 
When:  Apr 11, 2021 from 12:00 PM to 1:30 PM (ET) 

AAW: Cajas por Adam Luna / Boxes with Adam Luna 
When:  Apr 17, 2021 from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM (ET) 

Texturing with Hand Tools 
When:  Apr 18, 2021 from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM (ET) 

Colouring Wood 
When:  Apr 20, 2021 from 6:00 PM to 8:30 PM (ET) 

Click to link to their home page – link is in the middle 

and on the right side of the page for the meetings. 

World Wide Wood 

Turner’s Site 

Intro to Box Turning 
When:  Apr 21, 2021 from 7:00 PM to 9:00 
PM (ET) 

Midwest Pen Turners Virtual Gathering 
When:  Apr 24, 2021 from 5:00 AM to 9:00 
PM (ET) 

Midwest Pen Turners Virtual Gathering 
When:  Apr 25, 2021 from 5:00 AM to 9:00 
PM (ET) 

Antiquity - Fluted Bowl 
When:  Apr 25, 2021 from 3:00 PM to 5:00 
PM (ET) 

May 2021 
Sharpening Woodturning Tools 
When:  May 4, 2021 from 6:00 PM to 8:00 
PM (ET) 

 
 
  

 

Live Online Event 
 
AAW Master Series:  
Cindy Drozda 
Wildfire Challis: Colored Natural-
Edge Burl Goblet 
Saturday, April 24, 2021  
3:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

mailto:webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
https://community.woodturner.org/events/ird-demonstrations
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=015c6d7c-ea1d-4615-9fb4-a5d4dcac6289&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=e8771ee5-2531-477e-be57-664910b4316a&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=c56e530d-14ea-4149-abaf-da782ade7b82&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=bb3e509c-c583-4a01-a64d-b3e85e1a0ee7&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=20b65837-d957-4f31-a047-33c3b9dac81e&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=1c62c933-761b-4cfd-88db-88a84411d16a&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=7f8ba6a2-a120-4b16-b398-59b7e8897652&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=fed7e49d-01a0-4353-ba6c-5ce249b5260b&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=5fe4a3f9-c031-42b5-ba00-771c656f5703&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=eedf13fc-b131-4e83-b9e9-3ea6d8516610&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=2e9e4ff2-e70c-4523-b1a5-bd7540610fe9&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=024e0a03-01d9-4356-80f8-6cb830d57fa7&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=df7105fe-e12e-4ddc-9097-0186d8cb8ed8&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://worldwidewoodturners.org/demonstrators/
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=fa71e0e6-6053-4226-aade-f3eda1a2b8df&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=78214c38-057a-4ab4-a305-b41b387e26e8&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=e0eb6a22-9fb5-4a12-8efe-7195d9166ffd&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=ebd20a8a-81a7-4107-97de-42fc2c1edf2f&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=c0e805eb-384c-42f1-832b-dfd2a2ec8463&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/Virtual-Events/Cindy-Drozda-Wildfire-Challis-April-24-2021.aspx?_zs=2C6ib&_zl=alGV2
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Join us April 17, 2021 
• April 17, Saturday 

• Noon to 3pm? 

• Before meeting - open mic for discussions 

• No welcome slideshow for April 

• Short meeting/explanation 

• Show N Tell/Instant Gallery 

o Depending on number of entries, may do some starting at 11:45am 

o Max 2 per person (send more – they will go into a future welcome slideshow!) 

o Include wood, description 

o Send in by April 12th (Monday before meeting)  

• President’s Challenge –  

o Max 2 per person (send more – they will go into a future welcome slideshow!) 

o Send in by April 12th (MONDAY) 

• Demonstration – Alan Stratton 

o RSVP for Raffle 

o Demonstration link will be sent on April 16th 

• Raffle – prizes from businesses who support AWA!  

o Register for RSVP Raffle 

o Turn in pictures for Instant Gallery 

▪ Deadline April 12th 

▪ Send to Webmaster@AZWoodturners.org 
 

This virtual meeting is for AWA members only.   

 

On ZOOM, EVERYBODY has a 

front row seat 
Email me if you have Zoom questions or need help setting up Zoom!  

Mute and unmute with the space bar 

When you are called on to speak, stop scrambling to click the microphone button. 

You can press and hold the spacebar to quickly unmute your mic, right from your 

keyboard.  

 

Sign up by April 12th for Raffle 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vnURNALT-OTmZsvPellpyuLwE0WaWfCf295K_rm708Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vnURNALT-OTmZsvPellpyuLwE0WaWfCf295K_rm708Y/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:Webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
mailto:webmaster@azwoodturners.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vnURNALT-OTmZsvPellpyuLwE0WaWfCf295K_rm708Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vnURNALT-OTmZsvPellpyuLwE0WaWfCf295K_rm708Y/edit?usp=sharing
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https://www.woodturner.org/common/Uploaded%20files/Membership/ServicesAndPublications202012.pdf
https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/Join-Pages/Member-Benefits-and-Services.aspx
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Circular saw blades stay sharp longer 

when kept in workshop drawers, saw 

boxes and tool kits if the teeth are 

protected this way. 

Cut a one-inch strip of old inner tube and 

stretch it around the blade as shown.  A 

word of caution – watch out for nicked 

fingers when you put the protector on. 

Ask a bike rider for their old tubes. 

Use a pipe cleaner 

for that small touch-

up paint job that 

doesn’t warrant 

getting a brush dirty.  

For small spots, 

double as shown; for 

larger areas, double 

over again. 

Sandpaper sandwich.  An old record 

album makes a good storage file for 

sandpaper.  Keep sheets of each 

grade in separate pockets and read the 

grade numbers through the label holes. 

The album also keeps the sheets flat 

and prevents curling of the paper. Pick 

these up at thrift stores. 

Oldies But 

Goodies! 

 

These tips are 

from Better Homes 

and Gardens 

“Handyman Tips” 

Reprinted 1972. 

Turning a Ball & Cup 

Toss Toy 

A Pictorial Article by Bob Hamilton 

 

http://bobhamswwing.com/Articles/TossToy/turning_a_ball.htm
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Did you know about … 

Facebook:    https://www.facebook.com/groups/AZWoodturners/ 

This is a private group for AWA members only.  Share your projects,  

ask questions, share tips – talk to each other on Facebook.   

Step 1)  Click link here for AWA Facebook page 

Step 2) Ask to join the group 

Amazon SMILE                                       

Remember to shop thru “Amazon Smile” and designate Arizona Woodturners Association as your choice to 

receive a 0.5% donation from Amazon!  All the same stuff as “regular Amazon” but sign-in to Amazon Smile to 

make money for the AWA!!  Sign-up today! 

Fry's Community Rewards Program:   Log in to your Fry’s account, change drop 

down to “all” search for VD448 or Arizona Woodturners Association then click Enroll. New users will need to 

create an account which requires some basic information, a valid email address and a rewards card. 

 
  

Thank you to the members who have signed up for 

This is important to the club and may be of value to 

you as a member. We provide our member list to the 

various suppliers who then offer donations to our 

club. So far this year we have received over $800 in 

gift certificates and products that we use in our 

monthly meeting raffles. Also, Klingspor and 

PennState offer discounts when you order online.  

As a result, the more members who sign up the 

more donations we can attract. Our club 

membership is approximately 180 members, we 

should be able to get more that 50% of our members 

to join the cause.  

Signup Link:             Information about the program 

 

 

AWA Supplier 

Discount Program 
 

Another Volunteer thank you!  

Thank you to Ken Waller and 

Mike Finger for proofing the 

newsletter each month!   

• Looking for more great 

volunteers 

• Can you write a recap of a 

virtual meeting? 

• Send in project ideas? 

• Mentor thru Zoom? 

• Teach how to use Zoom? 

 

Questions on signing 

up for Amazon, Fry’s or 

Discount program? 

We have folks who can 

walk you thru it – email 

today for help (or just hit 

reply)! 

Past Virtual Demonstrations 
link here!  Get past demonstration links in 

the Members only section of the AWA website.   

 

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AZWoodturners/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AZWoodturners/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/amazon-smile/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/frys/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/amazon-smile/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeTg5W_PwlZwHGZJtyWNCA8Ikq2M6KE8rsyam8asahHYTaZjA/viewform
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/awa-supplier-discount-program/
mailto:%20webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/members-only/
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Nominations were opened at the March 20th meeting. 

A motion was made and seconded to accept the nominee slate presented by the AWA Board.  No 

other nominations were received. 

2021 Board Nominees 

Officers     

President:  Brian Lensink 
Treasurer:  Richard Slosky 
 

Board of Directors: 
Jack Dohallow 
Dale Guilford 
Richard January 
Dave Madden 

 

Voting for the election of the AWA Board nominees will be April 17th. 
  
 

Pat Jones 
AWA Webmaster/Newsletter editor 

email 
 

A NOTE from the Editor …  

April 17, 2021 
Noon to 3:30PM 

Hello everyone! 
 
This newsletter is a team effort – a big thank you to all who help out.  I appreciate all the 
positive comments about the newsletter – I do want it to be a good communication tool for 
AWA.   
 
The April demonstration brings us Alan Stratton from Utah.  AWA won 2nd place from Alan’s 
Christmas Ornament contest.  The top three clubs who had the most members turn in 
ornaments won a demonstration.  He will use Zoom as the platform.  He is limited to 100 
attendees. 
 
We will use the RSVP system we have used previously.  If you are unable to sign-up on the 
Google Sheet – email me, and I will sign you up.  Sign up by April 12th for the RSVP Raffle.  
 

mailto:%20webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vnURNALT-OTmZsvPellpyuLwE0WaWfCf295K_rm708Y/edit?usp=sharing
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Instant Gallery – March 20, 2021 
Richard Slosky 

Jim Meizelis 
Jacaranda 

 

Rob Carleton 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Unknown Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Grieco 
Ash 

 
Sandi Swayze 

Maple box 

Size: approximately  6” tall and 5” 

diameter with a cocobolo lid and Holly 

finial. 

Marvin Fretwell & Jim 

Meizelis 
I turned and finished a cedar platter 

– 8 ¼ inches across.  I found a piece 

of Haida Indian Art (from the Prince 

Rupert area of British Columbia).  I 

took the platter and image both over 

to Jim Meizelis, and he burned the 

artwork into the cedar platter using 

his LaserPecker laser tool. 

 
Pete Beschenbossel 

Hard maple. The larger spatula 

was turned using only a skew. The 

smaller one in the center was 

turned using only a spindle gouge. 

The one at the top was turned 

using a jig also made out of maple. 

Check out the illustrated process 

using the jig in the next 

newsletter.   

 

 
Pete Beschenbossel 

Hummingbird potpourri is turned from a 

claro walnut burl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack Dohallow 
3 sided Myrtle wood box with 120 degree twist, the lid is made from Maple 

and the finial is turned on 3 sides and also Myrtle wood 
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Randy Stonebraker 

Unknown Wood 

 

Randy  

Stonebraker 
 

 

 

 

 

Mesquite 

 

Larry Jurgens 

 

 
Peach. 

 

I made 6 platters 

8 bowls and 2 

small items for a  

guy from a peach stump from his 

father's old orchard. 

He was giving a piece to different 

family members in memory of his 

father. 

 

Larry Jurgens 

 

 

   

 
 

 

Pistachio and Epoxy 

8 inches in diameter 

 

 

 
Richard January 

Ash with Mesquite Base 

4 inches diameter X 4 ½ inches tall 

 
Richard January 

Sissoo 

6 1/2 inches diameter X 2 inches tall 

 

Jim Grieco 
 

 

 

 

Ash 

The rim was dyed 

red.  the grain is 

highlight with gold 

gilt paste 

The bowl is finished on the outside 

with the Japanese technique of Shou 

Su Ban (burning the wood). 
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John Claus 

 

 

 

 

Jacaranda 

4 1/2 inch diameter 

 

Richard 

Slosky 

 

 

 

 
Ficus 

3 Hollow 

Forms in  

various stages of completion.  

Dimensions are 11 inch x 3.5 inch, 7 

inch x3 inch and 10.5 inch x 2.5 inch. 
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President’s Challenge – March 20, 2021 

Something with Metal 
Richard Slosky 

 
 

 

 

 

Rob Carleton 
Aluminum 

Size: 5.5” x 2.5 

• Mostly wanted to test if I could turn metal.   

• This is hollowed out through a ¼” hole. Wall thickness 3/32 

• I made a dovetail tenon on my metal lathe. Everything else was done with 

wood turning equipment. 

• Outside was turned with Easy 

Wood tool Ci2. 

• Inside was turned with home 

made tools using high speed steel.  

• It turned much like wood but I did 

have to change some techniques.   

• Polished with pen turning polish 

and wet sanding 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Rob Carleton 
• Made from 1/8th high speed tool square stock 

• Tool length is 1.75” 

• Overall tool length is 5” 

• Thought it looked funny sitting on a 20” swing lathe 

 
Sandi Swayze 

Maple Burl Box 

Size: Approx 3 1/2” tall, and 2 1/2 

Diameter 

• Filled with brass shavings and 

topped with a desert stone 

cabochon. 

 
John Bruch 

Birdhouse from glued-up 2x4s, and the 

metal roof is from an old rusted 

hummingbird feeder (painted John 

Deere green of course!) 

 
Pete Beschenbossel 

Golf potpourri is turned from 

Madagascar Rosewood and has a 

veneer band 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lemon wood  

 

 

 

 
Ash 

John Brower 
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Jack Dohallow 

Redwood burl spittoon, with copper 

inlay 

 
Larry Jurgens 

Mesquite Mace with 

chrome pointed studs 

 
Richard January 

Ash with Copper lid 

3 ½ inches diameter X 

6 ½ inches tall 

 
John Claus 

Walnut with Silver rim 

 
Richard Slosky 

Maple bottle opener with 

copper ferrule and metal 

opener on a Purpleheart 

stand 

 

 

Dave Madden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Metal ring and 

hollow sphere is 4” in diameter and 

finds center when lid is removed, 

so candy or cashews don’t fall out. 

Polished steel ring, yoke and post 

were fabricated for this president's 

challenge piece. 

 

 

Dave 

Madden 

 

 
3” and 4” hollow 

spheres with 

polished steel 

bands and 

removable lids. 

 

 
Paul Swane 

Walnut with Celtic Knot of 

Maple 
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