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Eric Lofstrom 

Triple-Axis Turning 

How do I turn a triple-axis, 
sculptural piece? The answer 
is through “EXPERIMENTING 
& PRACTICING with the 
INTENT TO LEARN”. Enjoy 
the process of EXPLORING 
how curves interact with each 
other– stop the lathe 
frequently, using both eyes & 
hands to observe your 
progress. Understand that this 
piece is just practice for future 
turnings. Most of all be safe & 
have fun! 

My first multi-axis turnings 
were a mix of frustration and 
excitement; my skills and 
nerves were tested as blanks 
spun off the lathe, tool 
vibration gave me numb 
hands, and tension in my neck 
and shoulders reminded me of 
the events for days after. 
Persistence and a bit of 
stubbornness won out. Now, I 
look forward to the challenge 
and adventure of creating 

these multi-axis rain 
drops and flames. 
Each one is a unique 
sculptural piece.  

Experience has 
taught me the 
importance of sharp 
tools, gliding the 
bevel, and finessing 
the curve when 
attempting this type of 
turning. 

Next Demonstration  I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

AWA Membership – renew or join 
today! A few benefits of Membership to this awesome club!   

• Monthly meetings – either in person or virtual 

• Instant Gallery/President’s challenge to view work 

• Meetings Videotaped for members 

• Monthly newsletter 

• Network with other turners - AWA Google group to 
interact, sell, discuss woodturning 

• Discounts at local woodworking stores 

• Library – during onsite meetings 

• Join online or mail in your membership 

 

 
 

Jim 

 

Arizona Woodturners Association  

Registration 

required in advance 

for Eric Lofstrom’s 

Zoom Demo thru his 

account. Email will 

be sent to AWA 

Members.   

Creating 
thoughtfully 

distilled art to 
inspire 

presence, 
reflection, & 
connection. 

Empowering 
others 

through 
coaching & 
intentional, 

differentiated 
instruction.  

 

http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/membership/
http://azwoodturners.org/machform/view.php?id=35381
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/AWA-Membership-2021.pdf
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OK, put on your seatbelt because this year is flying by. We are nearing the end of our first 

quarter. We will be ho-ho-ho before you know it. 

We must be doing things right: we keep getting new members; the members are showing off 

their work at each meeting; we have some cool raffle prizes; and we’re having fun. We have always said that we will 

do everything in our power to produce a quality program. 

We have professional woodturners doing demos for the next two months. For March we have Eric Lofstrom. He will be 

giving us some more tips on how to use the Skew.  He’s also going to show us how to do three-axis turning -- so don’t 

miss it. 

 The March presidents challenge is a project that has some kind of metal in it. 

 Don’t forget to send Pat your Instant Gallery & President Challenge pictures for this month. 

 That’s all for now, turn safe, turn often and see you on Zoom, March 20th.               Jim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message Jim McCleary 

 

The President’s Challenge for March is 

something different than we’ve had in the 

past.  What do you have turned that has 

“metal” on it?   

President’s Challenge 

for 

 March 2021 

“Something with 

metal” 
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March 20th Demonstration - Eric Lofstrom 
Making Fire & Water – Triple-Axis Turning 

 

 There is nothing more powerful than being inspired by an idea 
and having the courage and confidence to create that one-of-a-
kind piece… to Eric, this is what woodturning is all about! 
 
Eric’s earliest memories of creating with wood are in Grandpa's dirt 
floor, basement workshop; he had a special place at the bench, right 
next to the scrap bin. Eric grew up around woodworking, but had 
never learned about a tool called the lathe until the first weekend in 
October of 2001, while attending a free demo at a woodworking store 
in Sumner, WA. It was here that his woodworking trajectory changed 

and the woodturning adventures began. A demonstration on turning pens and letter openers was 
all it took to hook his curiosity. Creating shavings on a lathe consumed Eric’s thoughts for the next 
few weeks as he wrapped his brain around how a finished piece could emerge from rough 
materials so quickly! After hearing all the details (several times), Eric’s wife pursued this spark of 
excitement and set his woodturning journey in motion with a mini lathe and tool set for Christmas. 
Years later, Eric’s woodturning enthusiasm continues to grow.  
 
Eric says: “Working with wood has been a source of peaceful 
intrigue since my childhood. When creating, I try to practice 
“presence,” or mindfulness, so I can stay safe and make the 
most of my time creatively. I strive to balance the seemingly 
opposite goals of absolute physical control and creative 
surrender. On my best days, I can zoom in on the finest material 
details, while also acknowledging how various elements might 
play to a piece’s artistic message. Approaching studio time in 
this way may not be the most productive in terms of volume, but 
it allows me to explore and fully understand things in a more 
satisfying way.” 
 

My first year of turning focused on basic spindle techniques; turning pens, 
spurtles and spatulas, tool handles, candle sticks, etc. Spindle turning 
became synonymous with creating utility items. It wasn’t until after I started 
turning fitted-lid boxes and hollow forms that my interest in turning artistic 
and sculptural pieces began to really open-up. Exploring different turning 
styles allowed me to develop tool control and emphasized the importance of 
form in my pieces. During this transition to emphasizing form, I read an 
article by Barbara Dill, published in American Woodturner, Fall 2007. This 
article changed my view of spindle turning entirely and opened my mind to 
the concept of multi-axis turning. What captivated my attention was the way 
curved facets interacted to form relationships, expressed as ridges of 
intersection. Multi-axis turning can be used to create absolutely fascinating 
forms!   

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a8b1f4718b27d5478192321/t/5a9365d6085229b264e8345a/1519609321606/Lofstrom-+Eric-+Triple+Axis+Turning+Demo-+Handout-+8pgs.pdf
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David Moore is a California transplant currently working in systems operations in 
the banking industry and spends his spare time in his Chandler workshop.  He 
is experimenting with turning resins, has a pressure pot to remove the bubbles 
from his castings and has turned lots of pens.  He has embedded sea shells 
in resin and has made bowls with this process.  David is a member of AAW 
and feels his next adventure in the turning world includes a coring tool and 
lots of wood bowls.  I envision a salad bowl on each of his fellow bankers’ 
desks! 
 
Welcome to the Arizona Woodturners Association, David 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Willow Taylor is new to woodturning, has taken a class at the Southwest School of Woodturning and is 

anxious to get her new lathe producing shavings and beautiful bowls.  A friend of her mother was a 

woodturner and Willow remembers seeing a bowl he made many years ago and has since wanted to make 

wooden bowls.  She has jewelry equipment, cuts and polishes rocks and sells jewelry.  She also has 

carving and wood burning equipment which sounds like perfect matches for a budding woodturner.  Willow 

likes creating and working with her 

hands and she is ready to create on 

her lathe. 

Willow has spent untold hours 

watching videos on woodturning and 

about purchasing tools/equipment. 

She recently purchased a mid-size 

lathe and support tools. Her lathe and 

a truck load of wood has officially 

launched the turning hobby.  We look 

forward to seeing that first bowl and 

many thereafter. 

Welcome to the Arizona Woodturners Association, Willow 

Some new members in the last couple months. 

Each member receives a welcome packet. 
A BIG WELCOME TO ALL! 

 

This is an example of the diversity in our club.   
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February 20th Demonstration – Tim Wadley – “Skews” Spatulas and Finials 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

Virtual Meeting Video demonstration 

available in the Member’s Only section 

of the AWA Website. 

¾” x 3” x 12” approx. size for spatula 

Lines marked to cut away, less to turn and saves time 

Cut away, 
tapered 

Using a Rikon Badger Spring Spur Center 

Using round skew for the “onion” look 

  Sanding tips from Tim 

 Under cut - parting off demo 

Finial samples 
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Searching for wood 

 
I was asked where I find alternative wood for some of my turnings. 

 

All these ideas were pre-COVID 19, but both my wife and 

I like going to thrift stores, and Habitat for Humanity 

Restore. At thrift stores I look around the back of stores 

and talk to workers there. One of my best finds I was 

talking to someone and they told me of a broken head 

board out back. Going looking at the headboard out back 

was a solid Mahogany bedroom set that was 

cracked/broken. The worker at Salvation Army said it was 

going to be thrown into garbage and he gave to me free. 

SCORE. 

Habitat for Humanity has lots of old cabinets and doors. 

My best find was old cabinet doors made from bird’s eye 

maple. Picked them up for $0.25 each, and still have a 

little left of what I got. Great for lids on turned boxes. 

 

Just let people you talk to know you are always looking for 

wood, whether they are remodeling a kitchen or if they 

happen to go back to the small town they grew 

up in and bring you back some old fence post. I 

always say if it’s for free, it’s for me. 

 

You will end up getting some great finds, and 

you will also have someone trying to pawn off 

some particle board junk. Just keep looking and 

experiment with some different ideas and use 

your imagination. Hope to see what you find out 

there and what you build out of it! Please send to 

our show and tell. 

 

Jack Dohallow, AWA Member 

 
  

What is a favorite web link or your Snowbird club link? 

Do you belong to another club or watch demos frequently from a specific 

company or turner?   Click here – add it.  We can link it on the AWA 

website for other turners to enjoy!  Or email the webmaster. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc5SJPv0Gbr0NzytVy7nNjO9Iw2HwyZHpooBqm-Q8xMd6nZoA/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:%20webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
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Honestly, it depends. For instance, if the item is utilitarian, I'll use a mineral or Mahoney's oil. For pen/kit 

(acrylic or hybrid) items, I'll only use Zona paper and a plastic polish. Mostly, though, I've been using spray 

lacquer for most of my projects lately.  

 

 
Finishing by Andy Pulsipher (AWA Member) 
 
As a relative newbie to woodturning – going on 6 years now I am 
finally beginning to explore new finishes for my work. I give a lot of 
credit to my fellow turners in the club for their willingness to share 
their secrets on this subject. I’ve marveled at the work of JP, Greg 
Campbell, Rich Fairbourn, Vince S. and others on how their different 
finishes work to compliment and showcase the beauty of the wood.  

My personal choices of finishes started out with suggestions from club 
members at the instant gallery table and a knowledgeable salesman 
at Rockler. I bought a can of Liberon finishing oil and used it 
exclusively for almost 2 years. I found that the resulting finishes varied 
with the wood density and the number of coats I used. I still use it on many of my turnings for its ease of 
use and warmth it brings out in the wood. It buffs out nicely - I highly recommend it.  

A few years ago, I watched a video on wipe-on poly and really like the results with a beautiful gloss. Lots of 
coats made for some very high gloss finishes were great – but I found it to be time consuming so I don’t use 
if very often.  

For the last couple years, I’ve begun to use spray-on polyurethane for its ease of use and multiple finishes 
available. I’ve found that a matte finish gives a great feel when handling the piece. I have learned that like 
the label says ‘multiple light coats work best’ – they really do! The spray on poly also is excellent for 
finishing textured pieces like the sandblasted finish in the photo.  

On softer woods I will sometimes apply a couple coats of paste wax and buff to get a nice sheen. I limit 
using a wax finish to items that 
won’t see much handling.  

Up next…. I’m anxious to 
attempt using high gloss epoxy 
or resin for that dipped in glass 
look. If there is anyone willing 
to share their experience using 
these finishes, I would love to 
learn more about how best to 
apply it.  

 

Tim Wadley when asked about finishing … 

 

Finishing tips from December’s turners:  Ed Pretty & Pat Carroll 
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My trip to the Woodcraft Expo this year ….by Dick Jones (AWA Member) 

On January 30th Woodcraft held their annual Expo day/sale. I needed a new spindle gouge so Pat and I 

drove up to browse the store and see what other goodies I might need/want.  Although AWA didn’t get to 

demo there this year with the Expo being cancelled due to Covid – there were a couple businesses selling 

wood.  One vendor who was set up outside the store was a local sawmill called MonoLoco Workshop, a 

local Urban Sawmill & Workshop.  They had a trailer full of very nice natural edge slabs in different sizes of 

various local woods.  

I bought my ½” spindle gouge and as I walked by the trailer checking out the different wood they had on 

display, Felipe Caballero one of the partners, came over to me with a nice piece of mesquite.  He gave it to 

me and said to try my new gouge on it.  Below are before and after pictures of the mesquite.  It is a very 

nice straight grain, seasoned piece of wood.  I turned it so I could leave a bark inclusion in it and am very 

pleased with the results.  Right now, it is finished with one coat of boiled linseed oil.  

Getting back to MonoLoco Workshop, it is a small urban sawmill located in the South East side of the 

Phoenix Metropolitan area. Since 2014, their focus has been on repurposing the local desert hardwoods 

that have either come down or needed to be removed. Even though they have kept this as a hobby, they 

have been able to cut and dry a lot of slabs & cookies over the past 6+ years continually increasing their 

knowledge on how to cut and dry wood in our climate. 

Ty Moser and Felipe Caballero are the two guys who started this hobby in 2014 and are passionate about 

their business.  Check out their website https://www.monolocoworkshop.com/ and see what goodies and 

services they provide. 

 

  

https://www.monolocoworkshop.com/


March  2021 AWA Newsletter                                                                                                          Page 9 of 28 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

I saw an ad for UNLIMITED hardwood turning blanks.  The 

internet showed a picture of a pile of wood ready for the 

chain saw!  The price was right so I joined the club for $29.95 … 

(OK, not everything on the internet is as advertised.) 

 

 

Woodturners may be familiar with the Golden Mean and 

may use the concept in turning hollow vessels. The 

Golden Mean also works well for turning ornaments 

and finials. The ratio of 1:1.618 was first identified by 

ancient Greeks, and was used in pottery and 

architecture for attaining perfect proportion. When 

applying the Golden Mean to an ornament, it may be 

easier to calculate the ratio using a shortcut called the 

“Rule of Thirds.” If a globe is 2” in diameter, the lower 

finial would be about 4” in length. The upper finial would 

be about 1” in height. 

 

With just a few simple guidelines, a turner, either 

beginner or advanced, can turn a beautiful heirloom 

ornament.  Follow this link to directions from Janice 

Levi, in the Women in Turning Newsletter from 

December 2017. 

  

Studies confirm that laughter lowers blood pressure and 

releases beta-endorphins, a chemical in the brain that creates a 

sense of joy.   

Thank you to Jim Meizelis for supplying some humor for the 

AWA Newsletter. 

 

 

Studies confirm that laughter lowers blood pressure and releases beta-

endorphins, a chemical in the brain that creates a sense of joy.   

Thank you to Jim Meizelis for supplying some humor for the AWA 

Newsletter. 

 

I think I will be waiting for a 

while before I can make a bowl.   

 

Tim Wadley demonstrating the "Golden Mean" 

https://www.woodturner.org/common/Uploaded%20files/WIT/Newsletters/WITNews201712.pdf#:~:text=Woodturners%20may%20be%20familiar%20with%20the%20Golden%20Mean,to%20calculate%20the%20ratio%20using%20a%20shortcut%20called
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I’d like to start by thanking Marvin Fretwell for re-introducing the American Woodturner article referenced in this 
month’s safety highlight. 
 
We often talk about wearing appropriate PPE…. Safety glasses, a face shield, respiratory protection. When we look at 

safety from a scientific perspective, we talk about the hierarchy of controls. That is to say we look at things and 

“engineer out” the problem first, then ultimately use personal protective equipment as a last line of defense. For 

example, if we were to relate this to construction work and falling off of a roof, we would try and find a way to do the 

work without actually walking around unprotected on the roof. If there was no feasible way to do that, we would 

ultimately engineer a sufficient anchor point and put workers in a fall protection harness to keep them from hitting the 

ground if they fell. 

I remember when Lynne Yamaguci injured herself. It really caught the woodworking community off guard. Here was a 

professional turner, not a novice, with vast experience doing what she did, turning wood that she had prepared, and 

then in an instant, her entire world changed.  

After re-reading the article, I was left with 3 major takeaways I would like to share with you…. 

First, the PPE…. We often think that wearing a face shield will somehow protect you from the large chunks that safety 

glasses will not. In fact, the AAW has imposed a mandatory face shield rule at any AAW sponsored event. In reality, 

most face shields have the same ANSI protection rating as safety glasses do. They are not meant to protect your face 

from a large chunk of wood flying off the lathe at something just shy of the speed of sound. I’m not saying they are a 

bad thing. I’m only saying that PPE is only as good as what it was designed for and you should understand its purpose 

and limitations and wither work within those. I wore firefighting gear for 27 years and it served me well, but it has its 

limitations, and there we spend a lot of time training and understanding those limitations. 

Second, distractions. Lynn talks about how she became distracted by the phone ringing, and when she came back to 

the lathe, her routine had been disrupted. It is really easy in today’s world to get distracted. Phones, TV’s, your 

husband or wife coming out in the shop wanting something, the kids needing something. Do yourself a favor, and if 

you don’t have time to devote your full concentration to what you are doing, wait until you do. I know this is easier said 

than done, and I don’t always practice what I preach. I’m the guy that will literally go out in the garage in a dress shirt 

and tie and take 2 or 3 passes on a piece while I’m waiting for my wife to come out, then blow off with the air 

compressor and hope she doesn’t notice.  Please don’t follow my lead. You owe it to yourself to concentrate. 

Finally, don’t turn crappy wood. Others have said it before me, and some absolutely gorgeous pieces have been 

rescued from a firewood pile, but it is a dangerous practice. The size of the piece you are turning relative to the RPM 

will give you the speed of the outer diameter. Now bring in centrifugal force which in very basic terms, says that the 

piece is trying to come apart and all it needs is an excuse like a crack…. or maybe a crack helped along by a catch, 

and the centrifugal force will overcome the adhesion the wood fibers have to each other.  

So why am I telling you this? Because like I stated in an article a few months back, and like I will continue to drive 

home, you are the best piece of safety equipment you have. Slow down, concentrate, and approach every turning 

session with a healthy dose of skepticism. That doesn’t mean to be timid, it just means understand the potential 

ramifications of the task ahead. I encourage you all to take a few minutes and read Lynne Yamaguci’s article. She is 

very open about what went wrong, and how it has affected her not only physically but mentally in the years since.  

Keep turning, but keep thinking about turning as well. Next month, we are going to delve into tool steel and which tools 

are meant for which jobs. 

Eye Protection 

http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Yamaguchi_SafetyMatters.pdf
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IF your lathe is tied up… 

I like to apply coats of finish while the project is turning to get an even and consistent 

coat.  Unfortunately, I also do not like to tie up my lathe to apply the finish. 

So, an AC gear reduction motor with a speed control and a 1” 8 TPI drilled nut epoxied on the motor 

shaft works great.  The whole assembly ran about $105 dollars.  Max rpm. for the motor is 50.  The two-

axis vice came from Harbor Freight but I am going to box it in the future.   

THEN I created a paint booth to cover the whole affair. OK, it is PVC and some old sheets…but it keeps 

out the dust and doesn’t take up a lot of room.              

       Jim Meizelis 

         

 

http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Yamaguchi_SafetyMatters.pdf
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Happenings for 2021 
 

 

March 20 – virtual demonstration from WA state 
 

o Eric Lofstrom – 3 Axis Teardrop 
o Note a different registration process 
o President Challenge:  Something with metal 

 

April 17 – virtual demonstration from Utah 

 

o Alan Stratton - perfect spheres without a jig, faux sea urchin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 15 – virtual meeting  

o Dale Gillaspy - different mallets: carvers’ mallets, dead blow, some with brass or 
copper, some with non-marring surface like cork 

 

 

 

 

 

AAW SYMPOSIUM  
o July 15-18, 2021 

At its February meeting, the AAW Board of Directors unanimously made the 
essential decision to cancel the in-person 2021 AAW Symposium in Omaha. 
Based on research, risk assessment, and adherence to CDC guidelines, the 
Board has determined that holding a safe, high-quality, in-person event in July 
is not possible. (More on the AAW page 23) 

 

Virtual Meetings continue at least through June 2021 
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Ring Cutter for the Wood Lathe  

by Jack Dohallow (AWA Member) 

 

A fellow wood turner from Utah, Grant Johnson (jjngrant@gmail.com) turned me on to his design 
of a ring cutting tool for cutting rings for a bowl from a board. He gave me permission to share with 
my fellow club members. Whether to create a Metlitzky style bowl, or dizzy bowl, or just a simple 
bowl from a board. 

 

I will give you a little of my insight to building the tool and a couple of tips on using. I used Maple 
and Oak plywood to construct mine. The biggest thing I did that caused problems for me was 
finding telescoping square tubing. Living in Las Vegas when I built these, I could not find locally. I 
found online and tubing was under $10 for the square stock but shipping was almost $30. I should 
have paid it. Hopefully with Phoenix being a bigger city, you will be able to source locally. 
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How I solved the problem of the cutting tool 
floating around with play inside it was to create 
some shims out of thin wood to take the extra 
space inside the outer square tubes, gluing in 
place. I then had to wax the wood inside to get 
a nice smooth sliding action on the cutter that 
rides inside. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Setting up cutter tip inside the inner square 
tubing, I found it worked best for me to have 
the tip a 1/8” above center on the lathe, and 
adjusting the alignment from tailstock side to 
head stock side offset by about 1/8”. When 
cutting from tailstock side the cutter will flex 
slightly to the outside of the wood, and cutting 
from the headstock will flex toward the center 
of the wood. Not compensating for this can 
make the cutter completely miss where you 
come together inside the wood. I used the 
setscrews in the cutter tool head to slightly 
offset where the cutter sets. 
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I Built 2 of the ring cutter tools, 
one with a 5/8” post and one 
with a 1” post. I have used these 
on both Jet 1220 and a 
Powermatic. The Powermatic 
has more torque to cut, but the 
headstock is bigger and there 
are times that I can’t get the 
angle on the tool I would like. I 
have looked and companies out 
there make a headstock 
extension for different threads 
for lathes, and I may buy one for 
the future to give me a little more 
working space for the cutter 
head. 

The thickest piece of wood I 
have gone thru so far is about 1 
¼” thick. 

Have fun building and please let fellow club members know what YOU have learned and the 
projects you build with the cutter tool. 
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An attachment is on our AWA Website on how Grant built his tool. It is a detailed 15-page 

handout for the Conical-Concentric Ring Cutter Tool jig. Click for the link. 

Any questions please contact me, and I will do the best I can to answer for you. 

Freebirds.two@gmail.com                                          Jack 

  

http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Ring-cutter-tool.pdf
mailto:Freebirds.two@gmail.com
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  If you are interested in learning more 

about woodturning – if you are a 

beginner or advanced – check out 

Shop Talk! 

 

On the 2nd Tuesday of the month – we 

are going to have Shop Talk Live on 

Zoom.   

 

A zoom invite to AWA members will go 

out on March 8th for the Shop Talk. 

 

March 9th – 7pm – AWA Members 

A short video will be emailed out for you to view, the evening will 

start with discussions about the video.   

Video will be sent out this week. 

Zoom shortcuts 

Here are some key shortcuts for Windows and macOS. 
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The mission of the AWA is to provide education and information to those who are interested in 
woodturning. 

The Board of Directors shall determine the number of Directors requiring election, select a slate of 
nominees, present it to the Membership in March, and accept any nominations from the floor at that time. 
Elections shall be conducted at the April meeting with newly elected Directors assuming duties on May 
1st.  Election shall be by a simple majority of votes cast by the membership present.  Since the April 
meeting will be virtual, election will be done by poll during the Zoom meeting. 

Link to By-laws of AWA 

Interested in being on the board or an officer? Send a short paragraph about your love of woodturning, 
why you want to be on the board and what position you are interested in to 
webmaster@AZWoodturners.org.  

 

 

Position Election Year Current Running again? 

President 2021 Jim McCleary No 

Treasurer 2021 David Slocum No 

Director 1 2021 Linda Peterson No 

Director 2 2021 Brian Mason No 

Director 3 2021 Richard January Yes 

Director 4 2021 Dale Guilford Yes 

 
Jeff Kustach, Vice President; Richard Ivy, Secretary; Brian Lensink, Director were elected thru 2022. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
A slate of the nominated candidates will be sent out before the 
March meeting.  Nominations will be taken from the floor, also.  All 
candidates are asked to send in a paragraph on why you want to be 
elected to the AWA Board. 

Interested in running for a Board position or Officer?    Officer positions:  President and Treasurer 

Nominations due the month of February/March.  Elections in April.   Interested?  Email webmaster or any 

board member. 

Looking for a Treasurer – someone who is good with numbers, details, computers, time management 

and honest!  Are you comfortable with details?  Bondable? Getting items tracked and input in a timely 

manner is crucial.  See note below from David Slocum, current treasurer. 

After four years of being the club’s treasurer, I am not seeking re-election. I want to work on 

other projects for the club with my time. If you are considering running for the treasurer’s 

position and would like more information on tasks involved, please contact me at 480-539-

4505.                                                                                                      David Slocum 

 

Are you interested in being a part of the future growth of the Arizona Woodturners Association Club? 

http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/AWA_Bylaws_2-4-17.pdf
mailto:webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
mailto:%20webmaster@AZwoodturners.org
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Tips for Using Zoom –  

Zoom View  

There are 3 video layouts when no one in the meeting is screen sharing: Speaker view, Gallery view, and 
floating thumbnail window. When someone is screen sharing, you can use Side-by-side mode or view the 
screen share with Speaker view. Any of these layouts can be used in full screen or windowed mode, with 
the exception of the floating thumbnail view. 

Speaker view 

Speaker view will switch the large video window between 
who is speaking with 3 or more participants in the 
meeting. If it is just you and one other participant, your 
video will be smaller at the top and their video will appear 
below. 

While in a meeting, you can customize the video order, 
or switch between Speaker view and Gallery view. 

Gallery view 

Gallery view lets you see thumbnail displays of 
participants, in a grid pattern, which expands and 
contracts as participants join and leave the meeting. 
Depending on your CPU, the desktop client can display 
up to 49 participants in a single screen of the Gallery 
view. If more than 49 attendees are in the meeting, 49 
thumbnails are displayed on each page. View up to 
1,000 thumbnails by clicking the right or left arrows in 
gallery view to display the next page of 49 participants. 

While in a meeting, you can customize the video order, 
or switch between Speaker view and Gallery view. 

 

Mute and Unmute Your Mic Quickly 
 

If you have to follow just one tip for Zoom then let it be this one. When there are too many 
participants in a meeting, it’s hard to hear everyone because of cross-talk and background noise. 
But you can reverse this behavior by a simple hack. For example, if you are in a web conference 
and not speaking then keep your mic on mute. And when you want to talk briefly, simply hold 
the space bar to enable the mic and speak. Once you release the space bar key, you’ll be 
muted again. This way, the meeting will be super-smooth, Zoom will eat less bandwidth, and 
everyone will be able to hear others clearly. 
 
So, to use this feature, open Settings -> Audio -> Enable “Mute my microphone when joining 
a meeting” to permanently change the behavior. Now, whenever you are in a meeting, press and 
hold the space bar to temporarily unmute yourself and speak thereafter. 

  

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/115004802843
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362323-Changing-the-video-layout-Speaker-view-and-Gallery-view-#h_01EJ7EVXH61CK63G23CJFBQY3C
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362323-Changing-the-video-layout-Speaker-view-and-Gallery-view-#h_01EF2V8EACKNQ0R96A2WJMPSC2
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362323-Changing-the-video-layout-Speaker-view-and-Gallery-view-#h_01EJ7EVXH61CK63G23CJFBQY3C
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362323-Changing-the-video-layout-Speaker-view-and-Gallery-view-#h_01EF2V8EACKNQ0R96A2WJMPSC2
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Thank you to our AWA members who are sending in links to share!    
Send in links you watch, enjoy, today to webmaster@AZWoodturners.org!   

AAW Remote Demonstration Event Calendar  
(Cost range zero to $20 each) 

https://community.woodturner.org/events/ird-demonstrations 

March 2021 (Classes for AAW members and non-members) 

Coloured Hollow Form (Part 1) 
When:  Mar 4, 2021 from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM (ET) 

Enhancing the Rim 
When:  Mar 6, 2021 from 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM (ET) 

Power Carved Then Coloured 
When:  Mar 6, 2021 from 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM (ET) 

Sharpening Woodturning Tools 
When:  Mar 9, 2021 from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM (ET) 

Chucking and Mounting Wood on Your Lathe 

When:  Mar 10, 2021 from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM (ET) 

Texturing with Power Tools 
When:  Mar 14, 2021 from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM (ET) 

High Rise Finial Box 
When:  Mar 20, 2021 from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM (ET) 

Hybrid-Turned Bowl 
When:  Mar 21, 2021 from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM (ET) 

Beyond ABC 
When:  Mar 23, 2021 from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM (ET) 

Setting Up You Skew, Spindle Gouges, Parting Tool and Calipers 
When:  Mar 23, 2021 from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM (ET) 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Recommendation from Roger Carter:     World Wide Wood Turners 

Notice when you go to this website that there are weekly meetings you can join in.  Link is on 

the front of their website. There are lots and lots of videos made by club members.  Club 

membership is free.  Also, a “how to” gallery of videos.  Another link for “list of presenters and 

their presentations” here. 

 

Click to link to their home page – link is in the middle 

and on the right side of the page for the meetings. 

Woodturning Tool Store 

have live stream videos 

several times a month for 

woodturners. 

March 5th – Live Stream – 

All Things Woodturning – 

Face Grain Series 

 

mailto:webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
https://community.woodturner.org/events/ird-demonstrations
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=91f990ed-857f-4bb3-9043-bb892771a7ff&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=d1b3827d-e0b4-429b-af17-d13859241deb&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=0c6bc6e1-2323-48f4-bc9e-2b2c2899c198&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=875dcb57-c9b1-455a-b705-385596a21843&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=73241a10-b507-4746-a3f4-8e679abbebd2&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=243a1518-bbf8-4a7f-a4da-7fbd69c55e9d&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=35ab4c5e-7ae2-4be6-ab72-fcf5a3065520&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=fc7c66c9-cb6a-43a6-8e0b-7bca2e919eb4&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=229b2d88-d205-4af2-b8e4-ec5fd7bd1bfd&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://community.woodturner.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=20bf650d-c818-41e4-a6d5-14a695e19cfe&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar
https://worldwidewoodturners.org/
https://worldwidewoodturners.org/fyi/
https://worldwidewoodturners.org/fyi/
https://worldwidewoodturners.org/demonstrators/
https://worldwidewoodturners.org/demonstrators/
https://worldwidewoodturners.org/demonstrators/
https://woodturningtoolstore.com/
https://woodturningtoolstore.com/upcoming-events/
https://woodturningtoolstore.com/upcoming-events/
https://woodturningtoolstore.com/upcoming-events/
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Join us MARCH 20, 2021 
• March 20, Saturday 

• Noon to 3pm? 

• Before meeting - open mic for discussions 

• Short meeting/explanation 

• Show N Tell/Instant Gallery 

o Depending on number of entries, may do some starting at 11:45am 

o Max 2 per person (send more – they will go into the welcome slideshow!) 

o Include wood, description 

o Send in by March 17th (Wednesday before meeting)  

• President’s Challenge – Something with Metal  

o Max 2 per person (send more – they will go into the welcome slideshow!) 

o Send in by March 17th 

• Demonstration – Eric Lofstrom 

o A different registration process this month 

o First register thru Eric’s email link 

o Demonstration link will be sent to you after registration 

• Raffle – prizes from businesses who support AWA!  

o Register thru Eric for RSVP Raffle – Tentative RSVP Raffle 

o Turn in pictures for Instant Gallery 

▪ Deadline March 17th 

▪ Send to Webmaster@AZWoodturners.org 
 

This virtual meeting is for AWA members only.   

This demonstration is different – registration required ahead of time 

thru Eric Lofstrom.  Email with registration link will be sent to AWA 

members. Register before the meeting, you will then get the link for 

the actual Zoom meeting. 

 

On ZOOM, EVERYBODY has a 

front row seat 
Email me if you have Zoom questions or need help setting up Zoom! 

mailto:Webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
mailto:webmaster@azwoodturners.org
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Hello:  
 

AAW leadership has been closely monitoring the 
status of Covid-19 in preparation for our 35th 
Annual International Symposium, July 15-18, in Omaha, NE. Above all else, our concern 
continues to be the health and safety of our members, demonstrators, trade show vendors, 
partners, and other event attendees. 
 
At its February meeting, the AAW Board of Directors unanimously made the essential 
decision to cancel the in-person 2021 AAW Symposium in Omaha. Based on research, risk 
assessment, and adherence to CDC guidelines, the Board has determined that holding a 
safe, high-quality, in-person event in July is not possible. 
 
While we expected the Covid-19 pandemic to recede by July 2021, too many uncertain variables 
remain, including vaccine distribution and efficacy, and evolving virus variants. The Board 
concluded that even when following CDC and local COVID-19 transmission precautions, we 
cannot guarantee safety for all involved given the large number of people assembling from around 
the country and the world. 
 
While this is incredibly disappointing for all of us, we are moving ahead to create an 
improved AAW Virtual Symposium for 2021 and are actively planning our next in-person 
symposium for 2022. You can look forward to: 

• AAW’s 2021 Virtual Symposium, July 17-18, 2021, with front-row seats from home for 
your safety and comfort. We will be using an enhanced virtual event software platform to 
offer multiple concurrent live demonstration tracks (with access after the conference to all 
recordings), a virtual trade show, a virtual Instant Gallery, live and silent auctions, special 
interest topics, drawings, and more. The only thing missing will be the handshakes and 
hugs from old and new woodturning friends. You will need to wait one more year for that. 
 

• An in-person AAW 36th Annual International Symposium, June 23-26, 2022, in 
Chattanooga, TN. This large, action-packed experience marks the celebrated comeback of 
AAW’s Symposium after a two-year virus-related hiatus. There will be plenty of 
demonstrations and panel discussions, a jam-packed trade show with exhibitor booths, 
inspiring exhibitions and Instant Gallery, auctions of turned art, charitable initiatives, 
networking opportunities, and more. Mark your calendars! 

Please know that protecting the health and safety of our members is our single most important 
consideration. As we continue to address the challenges of Covid-19 and its impact, we thank you 
for your patience, understanding, flexibility, and support. 

We offer our best wishes for health and safety to each of you and to those you care about. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Phil McDonald, Executive Director 
on behalf of the AAW Board of Directors and Staff 
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WEIGHING IN  

Shifting body weight is what makes the smooth, 
continuous cuts on either the exterior or interior of a 
wood bowl. Reduced hand and arm motions and 
increased leaning or shifting of body weight are what 
is needed for the most exceptional passes. Pay 
attention to how your body moves while you turn. 
Allow your body weight to play the critical role it must 
in your wood bowl turning. 
 

 

Bottle Stoppers 
Not only are bottle stoppers handy to have around, but they make 
an excellent, hand-made gift. Stoppers are quick to turn, and, 
because they only require a small square of wood, are an 
excellent choice for beginner turners (scrapping a small block of 
wood is far less expensive than a larger blank). 
This project will also help you master spindle turning techniques, 
from basic shaping to detail work.   Carter & Sons Toolworks 
 

 

MARKER SHARPENING  
Keep a marker at your sharpening station and use it to color 
the bevel before you sharpen a bowl gouge. The goal of 
sharpening is to restore a sharp edge to the bowl gouge, not 
reshape the tool. If the bevel angle is not correctly matched 
when you begin sharpening, you are changing the gouge 
bevel angle. To prevent this, color the bevel and lightly 
touch a small area of the bevel to the sharpening wheel. The 
touch to the wheel should remove a stripe across the entire 
bevel. If the marker was removed from the top of the bevel, 
the gouge sharpening jig needs to be moved inward a bit. If 
the marker was removed from the heel of the gouge, the 
gouge needs to move back a touch. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://worldwidewoodturners.org/ 

https://turnawoodbowl.com/10-woodturning-tips-and-tricks-for-wood-bowls/
https://carterandsontoolworks.com/pages/beginnerwoodlatheprojects
https://turnawoodbowl.com/10-woodturning-tips-and-tricks-for-wood-bowls/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/bowl-gouge-sharpening-techniques-step-by-step/
https://worldwidewoodturners.org/
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https://knowledge.axminstertools.com/beginners-guide-to-woodturning-tools/ 

 

Spindle Roughing Gouge 

This is primarily used to take 
your square timber down to 
round. Or, take away excess 
material to make a smaller 
diameter. This is a roughing 
tool, so the finish will be rough. 
 
 
 

 
Skew Chisel 

Use a skew chisel for a variety of 
jobs. You can plane across your 
project giving it a smooth finish. It 
can also be used for vee cuts, a 
process turners use before they start 
beading. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Spindle Gouge 

A great tool for making curves in 
your project. The flat sweep on the 
flute is used for detailing on spindle 
turning to create both beads and 
coves. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://knowledge.axminstertools.com/beginners-guide-to-woodturning-tools/
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Round Nose Scraper 

One of the easier tools to use and 
similar to the Spindle Gouge. Used to 
refine concave forms such as coves on 
spindle work, or light touches on the 
inside of bowls. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bowl Gouge 

The workhorse tool. They have a deep 
fluted design for cutting both sides of a 
bowl. You can shape the ground angle 
to suit a large variety of bowl forms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parting Tool 

Another versatile tool. Either use to 
size diameter or part off a project. 
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Did you know about … 

Facebook:    https://www.facebook.com/groups/AZWoodturners/ 

This is a private group for AWA members only.  Share your projects, ask questions, share tips – talk to each other on 
Facebook.   

Step 1)  Click link here for AWA Facebook page 

Step 2) Ask to join the group 

Amazon SMILE                                       

Remember to shop thru “Amazon Smile” and designate Arizona Woodturners Association as your choice to 

receive a 0.5% donation from Amazon!  All the same stuff as “regular Amazon” but sign-in to Amazon Smile to 

make money for the AWA!!  Sign-up today! 

Past Virtual Demonstration Meetings –  

See past demonstrations on the Members only section of the AWA website.   

Fry's Community Rewards Program:   Log in to your Fry’s account, change drop 

down to “all” search for VD448 or Arizona Woodturners Association then click Enroll. New users will need to 

create an account which requires some basic information, a valid email address and a rewards card. 

 
  

Thank you to the members who have signed up for 

This is important to the club and may be of value to 

you as a member. We provide our member list to the 

various suppliers who then offer donations to our 

club. So far this year we have received over $800 in 

gift certificates and products that we use in our 

monthly meeting raffles. Also, Klingspor and 

PennState offer discounts when you order online.  

As a result, the more members who sign up the 

more donations we can attract. Our club 

membership is approximately 180 members, we 

should be able to get more that 50% of our members 

to join the cause. Let’s see if we can hit 100 by the 

end of November and 125 by the end of January!! 

Signup Link:             Information about the program 

 

 

Supplier Discount 

Program 
 

Another Volunteer thank you!  

Thank you to Dave Madden for 

interviewing new AWA members 

and writing articles for the 

newsletter.   

• Looking for more great 

volunteers 

• Can you write a recap of a 

virtual meeting? 

• Send in project ideas? 

• Mentor thru Zoom? 

• Teach how to use Zoom? 

 

 

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AZWoodturners/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AZWoodturners/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/amazon-smile/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/members-only/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/frys/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/amazon-smile/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeTg5W_PwlZwHGZJtyWNCA8Ikq2M6KE8rsyam8asahHYTaZjA/viewform
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/awa-supplier-discount-program/
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Hello everyone! 
 
I am so impressed with the great AWA Members who are 
volunteering, helping out with this newsletter!  I admit I’m a 
computer nut and I enjoy doing this but it’s so much more fun when 
I get input and articles from you! 
 
THANK YOU! 
 
Still looking for someone to monthly or occasionally write up a recap of the monthly virtual meeting.  I 
usually have pictures but I need a woodturner out there to write up a paragraph or two! 
 
Election coming:  At the March AWA meeting the AWA board will submit to the membership a slate of 
nominees for the open Board positions. Are you interested?  Let me know!   We will vote electronically in 
April through Zoom. 
 

March 20th – Eric Lofstrom  
A different registration process this month!! 
He will be live from his shop in Washington state 

You can check out his website here! 
 

If your friends didn’t get their newsletter or upcoming board nominees – remind them that notices and 
invites now only go out to 2021 AWA members.  Maybe they forgot to renew. 
 
Shop Talks – something new.  Join us on March 9th to talk WOODTURNING! 
 
Remember to send in your pictures for the Instant Gallery and President’s Challenge BY March 17th. 
Please include the type of wood, so we can include it in the newsletter!  Depending on our numbers we 
may do some of the pictures before the demonstration (11:45am).  If we do, we’ll let you know!!  We may 
want you to turn in early for a couple of months with our professional turners on board. 
 
Remember to register thru Eric’s link from the AWA email, you will receive the Zoom demonstration link 
thru that registration. 
 
 
Pat Jones 
AWA Webmaster/Newsletter editor 

email 

A NOTE from the Editor …  

March 20th, 2021 
Noon to 3:30PM 

https://www.ericlofstrom.com/
mailto:%20webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
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Instant Gallery – February 20, 2021 

Jim Meizelis 
Jacaranda 

 
Jim Meizelis 

Ironwood 

Laserpecker Engraver Example 

 
Jim Meizelis 

Maple w/ Walnut Celtic Knot 

Laserpecker Engraver Example 

  
Rob Carleton 

Maybe Ambrosia Maple: 6” x 2.25” 

 
 
 
 

 

Sandi Swayze 
Figured Maple: about 8” wide and 3 

1/2” depth. 

Finished with friction polish. 

 
Tony Duarte 

Maple and Resin Inlay: 7” 

• Resin project with my 

Granddaughter. 

• Clear resin and various types of 

shells and colored stones. 

Matt Clarke 
Hard Maple 

Winged/Arched Bowl 

 
Richard January 

Mesquite: 8 1/2” X 3 ½” 
 

Richard January 

Mesquite: 8 1/2” X 3 ½” 
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Pete Beschenbossel 

Olive wood with solid turquoise inlays 

 

David Dickmeyer 
Palo Verde  

First time I've ever turned this species 

  

David Dickmeyer 
Single ornament: Body is Walnut, 

base is Red Oak, roof is Spalted 

Elm 

The group: Bodies are Osage 

orange, ash and one oak. The 

bases are mostly walnut and oak 

and one Purple Heart. The roofs are 

Purple Heart, walnut, maple and 

pine. 

 
David Dickmeyer 

Ten years of ornaments 

My daughter keeps them on a shelf.  

 

Brian Lensink 
Hard Maple and Ebony 

Segmented bottom 

 Brian Lensink 
Walnut and Curly Maple: 6 1/2” 

deep 

Segmented bottom 

 
Steve Noe 

Segmented walnut with maple stripe 

Finished with modified tung oil  

 

 

 
 

Jack Dohallow 
                     Check out March 2021 Newsletter  

              for this Ring Cutter jig 
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Richard Slosky 

3 small Sissoo and Mesquite bowls 

from cores from larger blanks: about 

5.5” and 6.5” diameters. 

 
Paul Swane 

Lever action rife pens 
 

Craig Colin 
African Sumac. 

I have some logs 

available if anyone is 

interested. 

 
Craig Colin 

Mesquite 
 

Dave Madden 
Maple and Walnut 

John Beaver inspired round bottom 

wave bowl with a Cindy Drozda 

inspired finial and a Madden inspired 

3 sided top of finial. Not yet finished 

 
Larry Jurgens 

Sisso: 10" tall 

Grooves are cut with 

router then airbrushed 

 
David Moore 

Resin and wood pen 
 

 

 

 
 

Richard Jones 
Resin and Carob 

 
Jim McClery 

Diverted from turning 

for a Cabinet build 
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President’s Challenge – February 20, 2021 

Embellishments 

 
Rob Carleton 

Mesquite: 5.5” x 2.5” 

• This  was my second piece 

attempting piercing. I feel it came out 

very well.  

• The bowl over all had really good line 

to allow the piercing to be uniformed. 

  

 

 

Rob Carleton 
Mesquite: 5.5” x 2.5” 

• If you look at the top center you 

can see where a knot fell out. This 

was my starting point for making 

shapes. 

• Overall this was far easier than I 

thought. It took me around 30 min to 

pierce this piece.  

 

Sandi Swayze 
• Two ornaments 

finished after 

Christmas 

•  The red 

ornament was 

made from cherry 

with African 

Blackwood finials 

• The other 

ornament was 

made from Holly 

with Blackwood 

finials as well 

 

Sandi Swayze 
Ash: about 9 1/2” wide, 

• Dyed with teal and yellow on the 

outside 

• Opted out of liming it since the teal 

dye did a nice job of darkening the 

grain. 

Tony Duarte 
Redwood Stave Bowl 

with Resin Inlay: 12” 

100-year-old Redwood from my 

Grandfathers Ranch. 

 
Matt Clarke 

Hard Maple 

Wavy Edge Offset ‘Survivor.’ 
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Matt Clarke 
Hard Maple 

Wavy Edge Offset Square 

Bowl 

 
Richard January 

Sissoo: 6” X 1 ½” 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian and Peggy Mason 
Maple and India ink 

 
Pete Beschenbossel 

Maple and crystal tea light with a 

padauk base and the top ring dyed with 

a burned pattern in the maple. The ring 

is adorned with quartz crystals and faux 

diamonds. The center has a lead 

crystal vase which encompasses an 

electric tea light.  

 
Pete Beschenbossel 

The wine stoppers embellished with 

inserts varying from turquoise to 

decorative buttons.  
Brian lensink 

Hard Maple 

Segmented with India ink 

 
Dale Guilford 

Hard Maple Pottery Illusion about 4” x 

4” 

 

 
Dale Guilford 

Wood burned with a wire on lathe and 

free-hand burning and coloring with a 

marking pen 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack Dohallow 
Poplar and toothpicks 

Used leather dye and 

permanent markers 
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Richard Slosky 

Sissoo: about 7”tall x 3.5” diameter 

Cracked base is painted with India ink 

and the natural edge is torch burnt.  

 
Paul Swane 

Resin handle with Cholla 
 

Dave Madden 
Iridescent paint with patterns on 

base 

 
Larry Jurgens 

Ash with rocks from a  

fire pit in epoxy 

 
David Moore 

Resin egg for my daughter 
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