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My experience of 

making works of art is 

largely rooted within the 

desire for creative 

expression.  The 

medium I have chosen 

is wood, and stems from 

my deep reverence for 

the material since 

childhood.  For me, one 

of the first physical 

steps of the process of 

making something 

involves the lathe; a 

machine which allows 

me to explore forms 

very quickly with found 

wood that is generally 

not available 

commercially.  Most of 

my work concerns the 

aesthetic of the vessel 

form, one of the most 

relevant and oldest 

artifacts of human 

civilization: it is 

timeless and 

ubiquitous throughout 

multitudes of 

cultures—past and 

present.   

Check out the “BLAST 
from the PAST” article 
on J Paul on Page 6 
from 1994. 

 
On Pages 7 & 8 there 
are pictures showing 
what J Paul will be 
demonstrating on 
January 16th.   

Next Demonstration  I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

AWA Membership – renew or join 
today! A few benefits of Membership to this awesome club!   

• Monthly meetings – either in person or virtual 

• Instant Gallery/President’s challenge to view work 

• Meetings Videotaped for members 

• Monthly newsletter 

• Network with other turners - AWA Google group to 
interact, sell, discuss, woodturning 

• Discounts at local woodworking stores 

• Library – during onsite meetings 

• Join online or mail in your membership 

 

 

Arizona Woodturners Association  

Welcome 

2021! 

A New Look for 2021 to 

the AWA Newsletter! 

Sign-up TODAY for this 

demonstration 

http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/membership/
http://azwoodturners.org/machform/view.php?id=35381
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/AWA-Membership-2021.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EG2th_lgKrc5cnRmlLtrZa2XFNrR1J8Mnk5vokoGQa8/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EG2th_lgKrc5cnRmlLtrZa2XFNrR1J8Mnk5vokoGQa8/edit#gid=0
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Well, are we ready to have more fun in 2021? I 

hope this message finds you all happy, healthy 

and well. 

Did you have a great Christmas and a 

Happy New Year? l did find out one thing, I was 

amazed how bad I could be and still get presents. 

We didn’t do much, stayed home, opened 

presents and watched football. Come to think of 

it, that’s all you need. 

Our officers and board members will continue to 

do our best to make our Zoom meetings as 

informative and fun as possible. We are not sure 

what this year will bring as far as meeting in 

person, so we will keep you informed. 

Please send your emails into the Google group 

for any questions or concerns you may have on 

any woodturning questions, especially the new 

turners. We want to help you as much as possible 

until such time we can meet in person.  

Take advantage of the knowledge of the 

members of our club. 

We are starting off this January with a special 

demonstrator, who is a master turner, J Paul 

Fennell. He will be showing us embellishment 

techniques, creative indexing and creative hollowing 

forms. You definitely don’t want to miss this one. 

The President’s Challenge for January was sent in 

by one of our members, William Kram. Salvage 

Failures.  See below for more information.  Send 

me your ideas for President’s Challenges. 

Good news.  We will be getting a free demonstration 

from Alan Stratton – a big thank you to everyone 

who entered an ornament in his contest. 

Well, that is enough to get us started in 2021. Stay 

safe, turn often and see you on Zoom on 16 

January. 

 

Jim 

President’s Message 

Jim McCleary 

 

The President’s Challenge for January was sent in by one of 

our members, William Kram. It is called, Salvage Failures. 

That means a project you had to repair, redesign or alter to 

save it from the trash. You know, repair the hole in the bottom 

of a bowl, make the bowl shorter because you got the rim too 

thin, had to add a design element because you got a catch 

with a gouge -- that’s a few of the ones I have done. 

President’s Challenge for 

January 2021 
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This is an example of the diversity in our club.  Here is 
one experienced turner and one brand new turner who is 
ready to purchase a lathe!   

 

Tony Duarte is a Washington snowbird who has been 
turning for about 5 years in his Port Angeles shop and in 
the Paradise RV center shop in Sun City. He is a retired 
22-year Navy veteran and spent another 25 years as a 
contractor supporting Navy communications systems. 

He likes turning green Madrone when home and is trying 

to adjust to the dry desert environment and Native woods 

while in Arizona. After cutting some bowl blanks before leaving 

Washington with hopes of many turning hours in AZ, Tony found out 

how fast wood can lose its moisture and develop cracks.  Cutting those 

losses, he is now trying to learn Arizona woods. He likes 

many types of turning, especially bowls including inlays, 

embellishments, and wood/acrylic mixed. The attached 

photo shows his ribbons of acrylic as he turns a 

wood/acrylic bowl. Tony likes trying new turning projects 

and would like to hone his hollowing skills.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jim Grieco is an aspiring new woodturner formerly from Buffalo NY. He 

is now living in Oldtown Glendale, and is anxious to turn some wood 

bowls and to experiment with wood/acrylic combinations. When not 

dreaming of his first turned bowl, Jim spends his time in his yard caring 

for their tropical, citrus and stone fruit trees. He hopes to purchase a lathe 

soon and is currently trying to sort through all the ads, YouTube videos 

and recommendations on purchasing a ‘first lathe’.  Jim has tried to find 

that great deal on a used lathe, but so far, Craigslist has not yielded one.  

He is leaning toward a new Jet 12-21VS if that second hand gem does 

not find him.  Jim is also open to any hands-on mentoring -- so if you can 

help Jim with locating a lathe, turning tools and grinders, or mentoring 

please contact him.  I’m sure he’ll be open to all suggestions for getting 

his turning hobby launched.  

  

Some new members in the last couple months: 

Conner, Jerry 
Duarte,Tony 
Grieco, Jim 
Klocko, DuWayne 
Kotsovolos, Doreen 
Menconi, Peter 
Robertson, Pete 
Swayze, Sandi 
 

Each member receives a welcome packet. 
A BIG WELCOME TO ALL! 

Here is a small 

“introduction” to a few of 

our new members.  

Each month our goal is 

to highlight a couple new 

AWA members.   
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 Pat Carroll from Ireland demonstrated his Erosion Series. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Two demonstrations on December 

12th!  Pat Carroll and Ed Pretty!  

Hook Tool 
One of many samples Pat showed 

4-foot handle, shrink wrapped wood for gripping 

Piercing bits 

Pyro inside and outside, extended 12" wand 

Pat’s video demonstration is available for a limited time 

on our AWA Member’s Only page. 

More information available on the “Chat text” he sent, 

available on the AWA Member’s Only page. 

Be sure to join Meet the Woodturner, email Pat at: mailto: meetthewoodturner@gmail.com  Check out his 

webpage for future demonstrations:  https://www.patcarrollwoodturning.com 

Notes from demo:   

• Pat is using a 9b__ tool rest from Steve Sinner in the US http://advancedlathetools.com/lathe-tool-rests/ 

• The Jimmy Clewes Mega Mate and box scraper are available in the US from Jimmy’s website 

https://jimmyclewes.com/product/jimmy-clewes-signature-tools 

• Pats hook tools are Wiedemann hook tools from Dictum in Germany 

https://www.dictum.com/en/system-tools-and-hollowing-toolsbagbb/wiedemann-straight-hook-tool-

small-702356 

• The light Pat is using is from WoodArt Products in the UK but Cindy Drozda makes the same kind available 

from her website in the US http://www.cindydrozda.com/html/Microlight.html 

• \ 

mailto:%20meetthewoodturner@gmail.com
https://www.patcarrollwoodturning.com/
http://advancedlathetools.com/lathe-tool-rests/
https://jimmyclewes.com/product/jimmy-clewes-signature-tools
https://www.dictum.com/en/system-tools-and-hollowing-toolsbagbb/wiedemann-straight-hook-tool-small-702356
https://www.dictum.com/en/system-tools-and-hollowing-toolsbagbb/wiedemann-straight-hook-tool-small-702356
http://www.cindydrozda.com/html/Microlight.html
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Ed Pretty is from Canada. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Websites and books 

• www.edswoodturning.com 

• http://www.woodessence.com 

• http://lumberjocks.com/trifern/blog/9400 

• Adventures in Wood finishing – George Frank 

• Colouring Techniques for Woodturners – Jan Sanders 

• Ebonizing  www.popularwoodworking.com/techniques/ebonizing_wood 

• Pickling (bleaching)  www.leevalley.com/en/newsletters/woodworking/7/4/articles2-3.htm 

• Make your own bleach (from WOW) 
http://www.airbrushingwood.com/uploads/6/4/0/3/64033319/making_yor_own_wood_b
leach.pdf 

 

  

Two demonstrations on December 

12th!  Pat Carroll and Ed Pretty!  

Ed Pretty at his shop 

Colouring is what Ed does - using dyes.  Dyes because they 

totally dissolve. He says the key is using figured wood, each 

grain direction absorbs the dye in a different direction. Ed 

likes colour.   

Ed talked about colouring techniques, ebonizing, pickling and bleaching.   

His other handouts are on the AWA Website/Members’ Only section including: “Wood 

colouring handout” and “Dye Procedure Options”.  

Here are some of his links and information. 

http://www.edswoodturning.com/
http://www.woodessence.com/
http://lumberjocks.com/trifern/blog/9400
http://www.popularwoodworking.com/techniques/ebonizing_wood
http://www.leevalley.com/en/newsletters/woodworking/7/4/articles2-3.htm
http://www.airbrushingwood.com/uploads/6/4/0/3/64033319/making_yor_own_wood_bleach.pdf
http://www.airbrushingwood.com/uploads/6/4/0/3/64033319/making_yor_own_wood_bleach.pdf
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Featured business with our   

AWA Supplier Discount Program 

 

 

AWA Supplier Discount Program

 

got wood?  is a supporter of AWA!  Meet two brothers who have a love of woodturning and 
found a “niche” to sell wood.  got Wood? made a huge donation of wood blanks to AWA for coming 
raffles.   

They are a growing company located in South Carolina since December of 2005.  A newly 
acquired wood lathe sent them searching for pieces of wood to turn. After looking in many different 
stores and the internet they started gluing pieces together to get bigger blocks. It was difficult to 
find any decent sized pieces of turning stock! So… 

They started cutting their own blanks using a chainsaw, a portable planer and an old Craftsman 
bandsaw. They kept cutting pieces for themselves, and one day decided to try selling a piece or 
two on eBay. Then they sold more. And more. They have grown considerably since then with a 
sawmill, an inventory of logs to choose from, a fully operational shop, lots of customers, a web site, 
and more.  

Things sure are different now...but one thing does remain the same. They love woodturning!   

Looking for wood?  Check out their website or give them a call.   

Be sure to check out their Bargain bin for some deals and send in a photo to their “Photo of the 
Month” contest.  Don’t miss their “Education Center” for some great videos!  Sign-up for a monthly 
newsletter. 

 

 

 

got wood?  is a supporter of AWA!  Meet two brothers who have a love of woodturning and 
found a “niche” to sell wood.  got Wood? made a huge donation of wood blanks to AWA for coming 
raffles.   

They are a growing company located in South Carolina since December of 2005.  A newly 
acquired wood lathe sent them searching for pieces of wood to turn. After looking in many different 
stores and the internet they started gluing pieces together to get bigger blocks. It was difficult to 
find any decent sized pieces of turning stock! So… 

They started cutting their own blanks using a chainsaw, a portable planer and an old Craftsman 
bandsaw. They kept cutting pieces for themselves, and one day decided to try selling a piece or 
two on eBay. Then they sold more. And more. They have grown considerably since then with a 
sawmill, an inventory of logs to choose from, a fully operational shop, lots of customers, a web site, 
and more.  

Brad Leigher: Co-Owner 

PH: 1-864-723-2765 

Mike Leigher: Co-Owner 

1-864-378-5200 

 

 

Brad Leigher: Co-Owner 

PH: 1-864-723-2765 

Mike Leigher: Co-Owner 

1-864-378-5200 

 

http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/awa-supplier-discount-program/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/awa-supplier-discount-program/
https://www.turningblanks.net/
https://www.turningblanks.net/
https://www.turningblanks.net/
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  Many of our current members and 

their families were there “in the 

beginning” of the formation of the 

AWA! 

Note:  J Paul has been with the Arizona 

Woodturners Association for many years. 

Here is a picture and article from 1994. 

 

Note:  J Paul has been with the Arizona 

Woodturners Association for many years. 

Here is a picture and article from 1994. 
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J Paul Fennell Demonstration 

Techniques/Embellishments – January 16, 2021 
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J Paul Fennell Demonstration - January 16, 2021 
Technique & Tool Use Samples 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Contoured Indexing 

Depth Drill Use Frisket use 

Indexing 

Offset undulations 

Piercing with NSK Presto 
Shaping with burs 
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My Favourite Finish 

By Ed Pretty 

OK, right off the bat, I’m Canadian so get used to my “ou”’s. 😊 

Over the years I recall seeing pieces people brought into the Instant Gallery that had wonderful 
finishes. After finding out what they used I’d rush out to buy some, only to find that I couldn’t get the 
result that I saw at the meeting. After years of that I had a cupboard full of fresh, semi-gelatinous 
and rock-hard finishes that were only taking up space. I tossed the lot and decided to take another 
tack.  

Thinking about all my failures, I reasoned that using a finish is like using a tool, that you must learn 
how to use it to get the best result. From my observations I decided to start with Tung Oil, move on 
to Wipe on Poly and then lacquer (still working on that one). I had seen Tung Oil finishes and liked 
them the most because they were versatile and relatively simple to apply. I knew that I would prefer 
modified or polymerized over raw because I wanted a hardening oil, not something that would 
basically never harden. Having tried a couple in the past I determined that part of the problem was 
the actual brand quality. I was happy with various products that I got at Mohawk Finishes (I think 
you have them in the US) and knew from a presentation their rep did at our meeting that he really 
knew his stuff. I dropped in and chatted with him and decided I would try their Modified Tung Oil. His 
basic advice was, “put it on then take it off”. There’s a bit more to it than that but that’s pretty much 
it. No runs: how cool is that? No wet surface to attract dust or lint, love that, too. I went home and 
did what I promised myself I would do. I practiced and observed until I got the results that I was 
happy with. 

I like Tung Oil because it’s like sex; simple and good. It’s not just the appearance of a Tung Oil finish 
that I like; it has a wonderful soft feel to it. This is what I found over time, in no specific priority: 

1. I finish sand the piece to a minimum 400 grit (usually that seems just fine but I’ve gone higher) 
making sure there are ZERO tool marks, tear out or sanding marks. I use an air driven random 
orbital 3” sander while on the lathe (not running, just a holder) to 320. I hand sand after that 
with 400.  

2. I usually apply a minimum of 3 coats on almost all woods and get a semi gloss finish. Each 
successive coat brings on more shine and it can be buffed if you want a killer shine. 

3. I sand between coats especially watching for schmegly bits on the piece. It has to feel “good” 
before applying the next coat (sometimes the first coat is uneven). I sand lightly with 1000 or 
dark gray Scoth Brite-type abrasive between coats. This doesn’t go well if the oil isn’t truly 
dry. 

4. I wear rubber gloves, mainly to limit spreading it all over the piece when you’re wiping it off (I 
wipe my gloved hands dry before wiping the piece). I apply the product as per the instructions 

Finishing tips from December’s turners:  Ed Pretty & Pat Carroll 

 

Finishing tips from December’s turners:  Ed Pretty & Pat Carroll 
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(!), leaving it on for 5 – 10 minutes (depends on humidity) then wipe it off without drying it off 
(that’s the part that takes practice). I use a clean blue shop towel in each hand so that there 
are no fingerprints (nothing like a shiny thumb print to steal the show). 

5.  I sit the piece on a couple of sticks or anything else that will keep it off the surface. Most of 
my pieces have a “flat” ring for a foot but with a slight taper so there is only line contact on 
the sticks, dowels or what-have-you (another reason I like tung oil). 

6. Although it appears to be dry and it seems possible to apply more than one coat in a day, I’ve 
learned that it’s best to wait the 24 hours for the next coat. 

7. Tung Oil has a nasty habit of residing in fissures then leaking out over night, leaving a shiny 
spot under the tiny opening in the morning. I combat that by giving the piece a general wipe 
down then blowing any openings with compressed air to get the oil out of the fissure. Because 
there is still oil to wipe off it works like a solvent to spread the little “bloom” around as you 
wipe it to it’s finished level. Wiping too dry then blowing it out never works as well. Again: 
practice. (This process works well with WOP as well).   

8. Tung Oil goes off about half-way down whatever size container you buy. The worst part is 
that when it’s first gone off you don’t notice any difference in the feel or appearance of the oil 
when it’s applied but it just won’t harden, so now you have a real mess on your hands. To 
prevent this, I used to put it in a glass bottle (Captain Morgan’s Rum is best – empty, of 
course) then bring the level to the top by pouring water into the bottle. It goes through the oil 
and the oil floats on top. That left a little sludge barrier but nothing like loosing half the product. 
That worked great but I was always freaking out that I would drop the bottle and loose the lot. 
I’ve since found Stop Loss bags and have used a full 40-ounce container beginning to end 
with no loss. 

9. I’m a faithful promotor of Mohawk Tung oil in particular. Everyone I’ve talked to about it has 
ALL thanked me for suggesting it. Every single one is a convert. Beware of anything that 
says, “Tung Oil Finish” (Behr comes to mind). That’s pretty much like the difference between 
orange juice and orange drink. I am very happy with Minwax products but definitely NOT their 
Tung Oil. Both the Behr and Minwax products smell suspiciously like linseed oil, which, on its 
own, in my opinion kills the look of any wood. 

  
A note on finishing from Pat Carroll:  I hope everyone enjoyed the demo.  

The finish I prefer to use is Danish oil. Since I started it has been my go-to finish, firstly 

because it is easy to use, easy to apply and adds a beautiful finish to most woods. I give my 

pieces three coats of oil at least, leaving ample time to dry before denibbing for the next 

coat.  If I colour my work I will tend to use a satin lacquer to finish. I do not believe in using 

very heavy coats. I prefer to spray several light coats denibbing with 320 or 400 grit sandpaper 

to give a good key for the next coat. By doing this and building up the coats. I can achieve a 

beautiful silky finish that does not need buffing. For me high gloss is something I rarely use. It 

tends to make some woods look very much like plastic. If I wanted a plastic bowl, I would turn 

resin.  

I hope this helps. 

Regards, 

Pat Carroll 

 

 

Denibbing is the removal of “nibs” and imperfections from your finish, 

and it should be performed between each coat of any finish applied. 

 

Denibbing is the removal of “nibs” and imperfections from your finish, 
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  Studies confirm that laughter lowers blood pressure and releases beta-

endorphins, a chemical in the brain that creates a sense of joy.   

Thank you to Jim Meizelis for supplying some humor for the AWA 

Newsletter. 

 

 

Studies confirm that laughter lowers blood pressure and releases beta-

endorphins, a chemical in the brain that creates a sense of joy.   

Thank you to Jim Meizelis for supplying some humor for the AWA 

Newsletter. 

 

Under Resources there is a tab for Forums/Websites.  This includes our own AWA Members’ 

websites.  Let us know if you have a site to add! 

Andy Pulsipher – www.AndyPulsipher.com  

Jason Clark - http://www.jtcturning.com/ 

J Paul Fennell - http://jpaulfennell.com/ 

Ed Jones - http://www.edjoneswoodturning.com/ 

Brian Lensink - https://lensinkcreations.com 

Jim Piscopo - http://www.bridgingaz.org/ 

Paul Porter - http://paulporterwoodturning.com/ 
 

I was ABSOLUTELY sure 
my dust collection was 
working great and there 
was no accumulation on 
hidden surfaces.  Just to 
prove the point to a visitor, 
I attached a long blow tube 
to my air supply and 
started blowing.  Never did 
find my visitor... 
 
Dust is out there! 
 

WWW.AZWoodturners.org 

• Meeting information 

• Membership information 

• Gallery of Membership photos/turnings 

• Resources 

• News 

• Members Only – videos just for members, directory 

http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/forums-and-websites/
https://andypulsipher.com/
http://www.jtcturning.com/
http://jpaulfennell.com/
http://www.edjoneswoodturning.com/
https://lensinkcreations.com/
http://www.bridgingaz.org/
http://paulporterwoodturning.com/
file:///C:/Users/pjone/Documents/AWA/Newsletter/2021/January/WWW.AZWoodturners.org
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There are a couple of principles working against us in the shop when it 
comes to fire. First, materials with a greater surface area will burn faster. 
That is because more surface area means more heat and oxygen can get to 
particles faster. Translate that to turning…. if we have a large wood supply in 
our shop and it is all milled lumber or turning blanks, we have material that 
will add fuel to the fire in case something happens. When we take that same 

wood and make shavings or sawdust, now we have a fuel with a lot of surface area. By itself, it is 
just a pile of shavings…not a big deal, but if that pile of shavings finds a combustion source, it will 
burn very quickly. 
 
The good news is the solution is simple……OSHA calls it housekeeping. Clean up your shavings, 
empty trash bins, vacuum up sawdust. Don’t leave combustible materials to just accumulate in 
your shop.  
 
Now let’s talk about starting the fire. There is only one thing that starts a fire. Heat. It may come 
from different sources, but heat is the culprit here. In most of our shops, it is going to come from 
one of 2 places. Open flame or an exothermic reaction. If you are working with pyrography or 
scorching pieces with a torch, we have a direct heat or open flame problem. What do we do? 
Refer to the above paragraph about housekeeping. Don't use open flame near sawdust or 
shavings. Remove unnecessary combustibles from around your work area.  
 
Now let’s talk about chemical reactions. In our shops, chemical reactions are most likely to come 
from 2 sources, both essentially from curing. When CA glue cures, a byproduct of the curing 
process is heat. If you are using CA glue and sawdust to fill voids in your work, use it in small 
batches and allow the heat to dissipate before moving on to the next layer. Don’t try to fill a large 
void like you could do with epoxy. It is a completely different chemical process, and not designed 
for that. Next let’s talk about oil-based finishes. Most commercially available oil-based finishes 
come with metallic dryers. As part of the curing process, heat is generated. If that heat cannot 
readily dissipate, it builds to the point that spontaneous combustion is possible if the right 
conditions exist. As with most things, the solution is simple if we just allow ourselves a little time. 
Don’t allow rags soiled with these finishes to build up heat. Used rags or paper towels should not 
just be thrown in the trash or in a pile. Putting them in water is OK, but only delays the inevitable 
because oil and water don’t mix, so the dryers stay mostly in the rags and have to be dried 
eventually. The best solution is to lay the rags out to air dry completely, then they can be safety 
thrown in the trash. Stick them through a chain link fence, hang them over a rail, on a metal coat 
hanger or hook, anywhere air can get around all sides of them and not build up heat is fine.  
 
Last but certainly not least, let’s keep a fire extinguisher nearby…why last? Because we want to 
prevent fire before it happens so we don’t have to worry about an extinguisher. This is just in 
case something goes wrong in our prevention efforts. A good ABC extinguisher is best because it 
is effective on the types of fires you may encounter in your shop. There are a lot of sizes out 
there. A 5-pound extinguisher is a good size for a shop.  
 
Finally, know how to inspect it and how to use it. In another article, or possibly on a zoom demo, I 
will demonstrate how to inspect and use your extinguisher.  
 
Stay safe.                                                                                               Dale 
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For golfers or people that live close enough to a golf course 

to have golf balls landing in your yard, here are some uses 

for those balls (and not golfing): 

- If you use a spring-loaded center punch, put a golf ball 

handle on to soften the blow to your hand.  If the punch 

‘misfires’, you can hit the golf ball handle with your hand to 

make the center punch mark. 

- If you get tired of cranking the tailstock handle to release 

the live center, chuck or other taper mounted device, make a 

knock-out tool with a ¼” rod and a golf ball handle 

that can ‘live’ near the tailstock.  I made a hanger 

to hold the tool between the bed ways, low 

enough to allow the tailstock to slide past. 

-If you like to turn spheres, golf balls make a good 

cup shaped holder for final cuts and sanding.  

Just mount a ball on a bearing center or live 

center for the tailstock and on a drive device for 

the headstock.  Cut the cup shape you like but 

make sure the plastic cover is cut back on the 

sides so the plastic does not make contact with 

your work. 
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mounted device, make a knock-out tool with a ¼” 

rod and a golf ball handle that can ‘live’ near the 

tailstock.  I made a hanger to hold the tool 

between the bed ways, low enough to allow the 

tailstock to slide past. 

-If you like to turn spheres, golf balls make a good 

cup shaped holder for final cuts and sanding.  

Just mount a ball on a bearing center or live 

center for the tailstock and on a drive device for 

the headstock.  Cut the cup shape you like but 

make sure the plastic cover is cut back on the 

sides so the plastic does not make contact with 

your work. 

Email request:  November 9, 2020 

Name: Tom Bailey 

Subject: Turning a piece of wood for a child’s rocking chair 

Message: Have an old Childs Rocking chair that needs a support turned. Have a 

matching support to turn for new piece. 

 

 

Email request:  November 9, 2020 

Name: Tom Bailey 

Subject: Turning a piece of wood for a child’s rocking chair 

Message: Have an old Childs Rocking chair that needs a support turned. Have a 

matching support to turn for new piece. 

 

 

Kirk Welker (AWA Member) helped Tom out by making the piece below. 

The dark one is the sample spindle he brought me. He told me the rocker is disassembled 

for refinishing.  

 

 

 

 

Kirk Welker (AWA Member) helped Tom out by making the piece below. 

The dark one is the sample spindle he brought me. He told me the rocker is disassemble for 

refinishing.  
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The mission of the AWA is to provide education and information to those who are interested in 
woodturning. 

By-laws on elections:  Number and Manner of Election: The Board of Directors shall consist of four (4) 
elected Executive Officers and five (5) elected Directors, and the Board-appointed Club Librarian and Club 
Webmaster. The Board of Directors shall determine the number of Directors requiring election, select a 
slate of nominees, present it to the Membership in March, and accept any nominations from the floor at that 
time. Elections shall be conducted at the April meeting with newly elected Directors assuming duties on 
May 1st.  Election shall be by a simple majority of votes cast by the membership present.  If virtual meeting 
in April, election will be done by poll during the Zoom meeting. 

Link to By-laws of AWA 

Interested in being on the board or an officer?  Talk to a board member or volunteer at a future meeting.  
Send a short paragraph about your love of woodturning, why you want to be on the board and what position 
you are interested in to webmaster@AZWoodturners.org.  

Position Election Year Current Not running again 

President 2021 Jim McCleary x 

Vice President  2022 Jeff Kustuch  

Treasurer 2021 David Slocum x 

Secretary 2022 Richard Ivy  

Director 1 2021 Linda Peterson x 

Director 2 2021 Brian Mason  

Director 3 2021 Richard January  

Director 4 2021 Dale Guilford  

Director 5 2022 Brian Lensink  

  

Happenings for 2021 
 

• January 16 – virtual meeting 
o J Paul Fennell – Hollow Form Embellishments 

• February 20 – virtual meeting 
o Tim Wadley - Skew techniques, spatula and finial 

• March 20 – virtual meeting 
o Eric Lofstrom – 3 Axis Teardrop 

• July 15-18, 2021 
o AAW Symposium 

▪ Hilton Omaha, PH: 402-998-3400, $150 AAW Room Rate 

Virtual Meetings continue through March 2021 

Comments or ideas: 

webmaster@AZWoodturners.org 

http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/AWA_Bylaws_2-4-17.pdf
mailto:webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
mailto:webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
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Using Zoom – thoughts from an AWA Member 

With the challenges brought on by the virus, the lockdown and health concerns, what can we do to further our 

woodturning hobby/business?  All of our lives have been thrown a Corona curve ball and life has certainly been a 

challenge.  AWA has aided their membership and should be applauded for their efforts to continue meetings and 

demonstrations virtually.  AWA, Worldwide Woodturners and many professional turners have provided individual 

turning demonstrations at reasonable costs to us.  But what else can we do to further these efforts? 

For those that are NOT participating in remote demonstrations, learn to use these technology methods.  If you are 

reluctant to do so, or if you’ve tried unsuccessfully to watch demos online, seek some help on use of Zoom from your 

kids, grandkids or fellow turners.  You will be amazed by the number of people willing to help with technology and 

more amazed at how easy watching remotes can be, once you’ve learned the process. 

For those that ARE using these ‘new’ methods, seek out members who are reluctant and help them learn how to use 

Zoom and offer to help when they encounter roadblocks. 

For those who are missing the one-on-one comradery of the monthly meeting, use your free Zoom account to hook up 

with a fellow turner.  You can show off your latest turning ‘discovery’, your Cindy Drozda inspired finial or your latest 

‘failed’ hollow form.  Just call or text your friend, tell them to watch for an email invitation (in the next few minutes) to 

join your ‘meeting’ and then both of you use cell phones, iPads or laptops to have a Zoom session to share your latest 

revelations. Then, open Zoom on your device and ‘start a meeting’. Follow the Zoom prompts on your screen.  Zoom 

will then send an invitation to your fellow turner.  Allow him/her to join your meeting and enjoy! 

When watching live web demos, take notes and jot down questions during the presentation so you can ask questions 

during breaks.  You can also write questions in ‘chat’ area and in most cases, your questions will be answered.  

Use some new technology, it’ll make you feel young again.  

  
Here is some basic Zoom info and more on following page  

• You can use 
o Phone 
o Tablet 
o Computer 

▪  PC or MAC  

• No cost to you  

• An email will be sent to you with a link the day before the demonstration 

• Depending on your device, you may be asked to input: Meeting ID #, Password 
o This info will be emailed to you  

• Do I need a camera/webcam on my computer?  
o No, you do not.  
o You can still watch and hear the Virtual meeting 
o If no camera, we will not see you - Your name only will appear that you are watching  

• You do not need a Zoom account  

• You will need the Zoom app for mobile devices  

• All participants will be on “mute” until they wish to talk (press space bar to talk) 
o Option to enter question in “chat”  

• If you have a webcam - Remember everyone will see you and what is behind you (you can turn off your 
webcam very easily.  Click on video, stop video – this will only stop your picture, not the demonstrator 

• In the meeting, look in the upper right corner of your screen and click “enter full screen,” to see the 
biggest picture.  Options:  Gallery View, you see Hollywood Squares.   Speaker View, the person talking 
fills your screen. ▪ You can switch back and forth. 
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Zoom help center 

 How do I sign-up for Zoom? You can sign up for a free Zoom account at zoom.us/signup.  

How do I use Zoom on my PC or Mac? After downloading Zoom, learn how to use the Zoom Desktop Client.  

Do you need an account to use Zoom? (it is quicker to join meeting if you do) A Zoom account is not required if 

you are strictly joining Zoom Meetings as a participant. If someone invites you to their meeting, you can join as a 

participant without creating an account. Learn more about joining a Zoom meeting. An account also allows you to 

access your personal settings, where you can update your profile.  

How much does Zoom cost? A basic Zoom license is free. Learn more about available Zoom plans and pricing. 

The AWA has purchased a Pro plan that includes 100 participants – we can change that if we have more 

participants.  

Joining a Meeting  

How do I join a Zoom meeting? You can join a meeting by clicking the meeting link or going to join.zoom.us and 

entering in the meeting ID. Learn more about joining a meeting.  

How do I join computer/device audio? On most devices, you can join computer/device audio by clicking Join 

Audio, Join with Computer Audio, or Audio to access the audio settings. Learn more about connecting your audio. 

Do I have to have a webcam to join on Zoom? While you are not required to have a webcam to join a Zoom 

Meeting or Webinar, you will not be able to transmit video of yourself. You will continue to be able to listen and 

speak during the meeting and view the video demonstration – they just won’t see you. 

A big thank you to 

everyone who 

donated an ornament 

to the Turners 

Warehouse St. Jude 

Fundraiser! 

$5,000 donated to 

St. Jude Children’s 

Hospital! 

http://zoom.us/signup
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362033-Getting-Started-on-PC-and-Mac
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201363203
https://zoom.us/pricing
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362283-How-Do-I-Join-or-Test-My-Computer-Audio-
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Thank you to our AWA members who are sending in links to share!    
Send in links you watch, enjoy, today to webmaster@AZWoodturners.org!   
  

Mike Mitchell shared: 
 
The following list is just some of the currently ongoing sources for front row seats in excellent 
woodturning, pyrography, carving, and coloring demos. 
  
Trent Bosch has demos organized on the following website, both upcoming demos and archived 
demos that can still be purchased:  https://virtualwoodturningdemos.com/shop/ 
  
Join AAW  https://www.woodturner.org/     Go to Events, then pick Remote Demo Calendar, or 
Master Series, or WIT for a great choice of current demos or interviews. 
  
Pat Carroll, Meet the Woodturner Interview Series, usually every two weeks on Sunday at Noon a 
new interview with a highly regarded artist from around the world. Get on the list for these free 
sessions by sending a request to meetthewoodturner@gmail.com  This series is no charge, 
donations accepted. On January 3rd at 12 noon (our time) Andi Wolfe will be interviewed. She is 
a fabulous carver like J Paul. I think she has studied with him. This is a must see! Folks have to 
contact Pat Carroll in advance to be added to the list. No charge. Pat sends the log in details the night 
before or so. Once you are on his list, you get the details every two weeks.  

A personal favorite, Cindy Drozda, Series of projects, great for all levels of experience: 
http://www.cindydrozda.com/ 
  
The following is a past event that I believe can still be purchased for viewing the recorded demos: 
https://www.accelevents.com/e/WoodturnersWorldwide#Agenda 
  

 

Dave Dickmeyer shared: 

Here are a few I really enjoy though, especially the first one, Frank 

Howarth.  https://youtu.be/uEoUFBt0L80 

This next one is Sam Angelo. The Wyoming Woodturner.  https://youtu.be/h5AZRIxn80Q 

 

 And more links: 

Virtual Demo Links (woodcny.org) 

Products – Virtual Woodturning Demos 

Wood Turning Education Center | Got Wood? LLC (turningblanks.net) 

Upcoming Events - Woodturning Tool Store 

 

mailto:webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
https://virtualwoodturningdemos.com/shop/
https://www.woodturner.org/
mailto:meetthewoodturner@gmail.com
http://www.cindydrozda.com/
https://www.accelevents.com/e/WoodturnersWorldwide#Agenda
https://youtu.be/uEoUFBt0L80
https://youtu.be/h5AZRIxn80Q
http://www.woodcny.org/virtual-demo-links.html
https://virtualwoodturningdemos.com/shop/
https://www.turningblanks.net/blogs/education-center
https://woodturningtoolstore.com/upcoming-events/
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Alan Stratton’s 2020 Christmas Ornament Contest 
 

On Alan’s video of the results he showed the People’s Choice 

top 10 ornaments  - here are the top 4.  Brian Mason’s 

ornament from AWA was in the top 10 “People’s Choice”. 

199 entries from 102 different people. 

Detroit Woodturning Club won 1st place 

Arizona Woodturners Association won 2nd place  

Both clubs won a free remote demonstration by Alan Stratton! 

W
e
 w

o
n
 a

 d
e
m

o
! 

https://www.aswoodturns.com/challenges/
https://www.aswoodturns.com/challenges/
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Join us in January 2021 
• January 16, Saturday 

• Noon to 3pm? 

• 11:45am open mic for discussions 

• Short meeting/explanation 

• Show N Tell/Instant Gallery 

o Max 2 per person (send more – they will go into the welcome slideshow!) 

o Include wood, description 

o Send in by January 13th (Wednesday before meeting)  

o Looking for 3 of you who will tell a little more about your project (spotlight) 

• President’s Challenge – Salvage Failures 

o Max 2 per person (send more – they will go into the welcome slideshow!) 

o Send in by January 13th 

• Demonstration – J Paul Fennell 

• Raffle – prizes from businesses who support AWA! 

o Sign up for virtual meeting RSVP 

o Turn in pictures for Instant Gallery 

▪ Deadline January 13 

▪ Send to Webmaster@AZWoodturners.org 
 

This virtual meeting is for AWA members only.  A Zoom invitation with meeting and passcode will be emailed to you 

the day before the meeting. 

Sign-up in advance.  There is a difference in cost for over 100 participants.  Are you interested in participating in the 

virtual meeting?  We need a headcount. 

Sign up - RSVP - enter your name if you want to see the demo/meeting. Click on the next available line to enter your 

name.  Enter your name, click tab or enter after first and last name.  If we only have your first name – you will not 

be in raffles.  Add your favorite woodturning tool and Zoom name if different from your first and last name.  It saves 

automatically once you click thru. Do not delete other names/lines. 

If we do not recognize your name, you may not be admitted to the 

meeting.  Need your first and last name.   If you are Dave or IPAD or 

just a number or spouse’s name – please let us know on the RSVP 

form!!   

On ZOOM, EVERYBODY has a front 

row seat 
Email me if you have Zoom questions or need help setting up Zoom! 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EG2th_lgKrc5cnRmlLtrZa2XFNrR1J8Mnk5vokoGQa8/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EG2th_lgKrc5cnRmlLtrZa2XFNrR1J8Mnk5vokoGQa8/edit#gid=0
mailto:Webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EG2th_lgKrc5cnRmlLtrZa2XFNrR1J8Mnk5vokoGQa8/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:webmaster@azwoodturners.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EG2th_lgKrc5cnRmlLtrZa2XFNrR1J8Mnk5vokoGQa8/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EG2th_lgKrc5cnRmlLtrZa2XFNrR1J8Mnk5vokoGQa8/edit#gid=0
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Woodworking jigs аrе a nесеѕѕаrу раrt оf аnу woodworking shop. Thеу аrе great fоr repetitive 
tasks in mаnу wood working projects. Thеу make complex projects easier tо manage аnd faster. 
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AAW - American Association of Woodturners has changed their website over the last year plus, some like it, some 
don’t.  But have you checked out their FORUM? Below is a sample “beginning” thread that was posted in the forum.   
As a member AAW has many benefits – very worthwhile for a woodturner! 
 
 
 
 

"Personally, I'd like to hear what you've learned about what sells, as that would tell me what people 
like in turned work. I'd like to be able to make gifts that friends and family will find pleasing, but the 
feedback I get is always politely favorable and therefore not educational." 
 
This was asked of me by a fellow woodturner recently so to answer his question I am posting this Thread. 
I will endeavor to cover as much info as I can in as few words as possible. Bowls are my best-selling item 
always. I don't usually fool with anything less than 9 or 10 inches in diameter by 3" deep. Quality of work 
always matters, no tool marks, decent form, great finish. If all these are present even plain wood bowls will 
eventually sell. I always buff my bowls using the Beall buffing system. The few things I do different when 
buffing is, I never use Carnauba wax because of finger prints and water spots. I use a tiny dab of 
renaissance wax instead. Spalted wood is the Gold Standard for selling wood turned bowls for me. Almost 
any wood that is spalted will sell before non-spalted wood. Always sign your work, customers have told me 
if someone doesn't sign their work, they don't want it. Don't be afraid to try different shaped bowls be 
creative or even unusual. It will surprise you how a customer will love one you think is weird or stupid 
looking. Utility bowls I only embellish marginally. A bead around the rim, or maybe a few beads around the 
outside of the upper 1/3 of the bowl to help someone grip a large bowl. For a utility bowl I always fill any 
small voids or non-fatal cracks with 5 min. epoxy with a tiny bit of colored mica power mixed in. (pearl ex) I 
get mine from Hobby Lobby it comes in many different colors. I always go for a contrast color that shows up 
easily. Any tiny cracks or voids I just use saw dust and thin CA glue. For larger bowls I try to always have a 
slight undercut on the inside of the upper rim for the thumb to fit naturally when holding it. As I get older, I 
realize gripping a large bowl can be hard if your hands are wet or just hurting that day. For Art type bowls 
natural voids can sell a piece, Natural edge bowls sell some, but never as often as a clean utility bowl if the 
customer is looking for a food use bowl. 
Art is what inspires me but it sells much less often than my bowls. I make salad tongs that are sought after 
and sell out quickly every year because they complement my large salad bowls. I take a week every year 
and set up a series of stations or steps needed to make them. They are a lot of work but my customers love 
them. A customer asked me one day if I would like some advice on my salad tong sets, I didn't really, but I 
said sure. He said loose the fork and make two scoops. I asked him why, and he said so I can get the last 
crouton or good stuff from the bottom of the bowl. I've been making them that way ever since. 
I do make art type bowls and pieces to sell and to give as presents but again what most people come to me 
for is my utility bowls. 
My best selling wood is spalted sweetgum bowls they are stunning because of the incredible colors that 
develop. Any wood that is spalted has its own beauty. Just finish turn it before it gets punky.    
 Breck Whitworth    http://www.woodtreasuresbybreck.com/  

https://aawforum.org/community/index.php
http://www.woodtreasuresbybreck.com/
https://aawforum.org/community/index.php?attachments/spalted-sweetgum-bowls-jpg.36569/
https://aawforum.org/community/index.php?attachments/salad-tongs-jpg.36568/
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  You can use yogurt, cottage cheese 
and food containers for molds - casting 
small resin woodturning projects 

Plastic food containers make excellent 
resin molds. Anything from the size of a 
gallon plastic milk or water bottle to 
small yogurt containers. One serving 
size yogurt containers are perfect to 
experiment with casting turning wood 
and resin projects. 

 

http://azwoodturners.org/pages/tips/basic_pen_turning.pdf
https://www.woodmagazine.com/woodworking-tips/techniques/skills/tested-woodturning-tips?mode=step_by_step
https://www.woodmagazine.com/woodworking-tips/techniques/skills/tested-woodturning-tips?mode=step_by_step
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Did you know about … 

Facebook:    https://www.facebook.com/groups/AZWoodturners/ 

This is a private group for AWA members only.  Share your projects, ask questions, share tips – talk to each other on 
Facebook.   

Step 1)  Click link here for AWA Facebook page 

Step 2) Ask to join the group 

Amazon SMILE                                       

Remember to shop thru “Amazon Smile” and designate Arizona Woodturners Association as your choice to 

receive a 0.5% donation from Amazon!  All the same stuff as “regular Amazon” but sign-in to Amazon Smile to 

make money for the AWA!!  Sign-up today! 

Past Virtual Demonstration Meetings –  

See past demonstrations on the Members only section of the AWA website.   

Fry's Community Rewards Program:   Log in to your Fry’s account, change drop 

down to “all” search for VD448 or Arizona Woodturners Association then click Enroll. New users will need to 

create an account which requires some basic information, a valid email address and a rewards card. 

 
  

A big thank you to Pat Taggert  

 

 

 

 

 

After the death of Bill Taggert, the AWA hosted a 
“tool estate sale” managed by Dick Jones and 

Dale Guilford – Pat Taggert donated $650 
towards future AWA demonstrations  

December 12th Demonstrations by Ed 
Pretty and Pat Carroll were paid for 
with the Bill Taggert Estate Sale 
donations. 

  

 

 

 

Thank you to the members who have signed up for 

This is important to the club and may be of value to 

you as a member. We provide our member list to the 

various suppliers who then offer donations to our 

club. So far this year we have received over $800 in 

gift certificates and products that we use in our 

monthly meeting raffles. Also, Klingspor and 

PennState offer discounts when you order online.  

As a result, the more members who sign up the 

more donations we can attract. Our club 

membership is approximately 180 members, we 

should be able to get more that 50% of our members 

to join the cause. Let’s see if we can hit 100 by the 

end of November and 125 by the end of January!! 

Signup Link:             Information about the program 

 

 

Supplier Discount 

Program 

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AZWoodturners/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AZWoodturners/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/amazon-smile/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/members-only/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/frys/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/amazon-smile/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeTg5W_PwlZwHGZJtyWNCA8Ikq2M6KE8rsyam8asahHYTaZjA/viewform
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/awa-supplier-discount-program/
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Hello everyone!     January has a new look!   

Thank you to Ed Pretty and Pat Carroll for sending us their “finishing techniques” – looking forward 

to the “Finishing Corner” having a different view on finishing from members and guest 

demonstrators! 

Still in the works: 

• Larry Jurgens’ South Dakota and AZ “shop” pictures coming soon – can you send me 
pictures of your shop? 

• Send in some “links” for your favorite videos or remote demos 

• Be thinking about the AWA Board positions - Looking for folks who would be interested in 
continuing to improve the AWA club. 

• Monthly demo recap from AWA members (can you help write up a paragraph?) 

• Instant Gallery recap in newsletter by Richard Slosky 

• Shop tips or “IF” tips – send yours  

What are your ideas?  How can you help with the newsletter?  

January 16th meeting - J Paul Fennell 

J Paul has been a member and supporter of the AWA & AAW for many years.  We 

appreciate him showing us some of his expertise in embellishment techniques. 

Please RSVP/sign-up HERE for January meeting 
(RSVP is important for head count) 

 

Remember to renew your AWA membership for 2021. 

 

Wishing you a very safe, healthy and peaceful 2021! 

Pat Jones,  

AWA Webmaster/Newsletter    

 

 

A NOTE from the Editor …  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EG2th_lgKrc5cnRmlLtrZa2XFNrR1J8Mnk5vokoGQa8/edit#gid=0
http://azwoodturners.org/machform/view.php?id=35381
mailto:%20webmaster@azwoodturners.org

