
  
  

Sign-up for the July 
18th Virtual Meeting 
here.  A headcount 
helps us plan and 
gets you in the 
raffle! 

A big thank you for all 
the Instant Gallery 
pictures sent in for the 
virtual meetings – this 
month we are adding 
in the President’s 
Challenge, too!  Send 
those pictures!  
Deadline July 15th. 
 
Pat Jones,  
AWA Webmaster/Newsletter 
 
WWW.AZwoodturners.org 
 
 

 

Jim McCleary  
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I hope you all enjoyed the June demo and meeting on Zoom. Jeff did a great 
job doing the coloring of his platter demo. 

Hopefully you will celebrate the Fourth of July, and still stay safe!  Not an 
easy thing to do in these troubled times. The main thing is to stay safe and 

healthy. 

I want to thank all the members that have been sending in photos of the 
projects that they have been working on. Those projects help to inspire us 
all, give us ideas and get us out there to complete our own projects. In the 
super-hot weather, it is pretty easy not to go out in the shop and turn. So, 
thanks again for getting us off our duffs and doing something. Please send 
more photos for July to Pat. 

Don’t forget to contact Ken Northern for the group buy items. I know I have 
some items I want to buy myself. Group buying is a great way to get items 
you need at a good price. I know that these are hard times, but this will save 
you money in the long run down the road if you work it into your budget. 

I know that our Zoom meetings have been working pretty well, and I know 
our winter visitors are enjoying them, but I can’t wait until we get back to the 
Pyle Center to get our members back together again. I also miss going out 
and doing demos at the State and County fairs and the Expos.  But for now, 
July and August will continue to be Zoom meetings. 

Don’t forget to tune in for the July zoom meeting. Matt Clarke is doing a 
demo on turning a square bowl. Our President Challenge for July, is making 
a project out of something other than wood. It can be made from resin, with 
wood in it, as long as the majority of the project is resin, or some other 
material. Let’s get creative!  Send in your President Challenge – more info in 
the newsletter. 

We held a board meeting on 6/25/20 and the minutes are in the newsletter. 
We need to map out the rest of the year to see where we are going, in case 
the Pyle Center closes down for the rest of the year. Even if it does open, not 
sure we want to go there while they are limiting numbers. 

Well, that’s all for now, turn safe, turn often, and see you on Zoom July 18th. 
Thanks, and have a great day. 

      Jim 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15GhiEyRNVfYv6lK4OMavkVuZVqVFkDuk_8644r2aiXg/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:%20webmaster@azwoodturners.org
file:///C:/Users/pjone/Documents/AWA/Newsletter/2018/December/WWW.AZwoodturners.org
mailto:jmwoodworking68@gmail.com


Thank you, Jeff Kustuch 

Jeff turned both a bowl/platter and embellished with iridescent paint – 
showing two different techniques!  Check out the June 20th virtual meeting 

video in the Member’s Only section of the AWA Website. 
 

 
 

 
 
  



 
 
Jim Meizelis asked a question a while back if anyone had experience or owned a LaserPecker.  He 
has started learning about his new tool. 
 
I have finally had a chance to test out my LaserPecker.  WOW!!!   Am I impressed! 
 
Attached are several examples of the potential for this product.  I was originally interested in putting my 
personal logo on my turnings but it has many more possibilities now that I’ve tried it out! 
 
Not only can I apply a logo but embellishments on a round side?  Pithy sayings?   Outlining graphics 
for coloring?  Etc. 
 
I know I’ve been asking if anyone else had a LaserPecker.  It would be nice to connect with other 
users…anyone out there?  Email Jim or send to the group for all of us to learn more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LASERPECKER PRO – THE MOST ADVANCED PORTABLE ENGRAVER - Here is a 

review

 
 

Anyone out there use or have one of these? 

mailto:meizelis@frontiernet.net
https://www.electronics-lab.com/laserpecker-pro-advanced-portable-engraver/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Continue reading this article at Dennis Belcher's website Seabreeze Woodworks 
 

Drilling on the lathe is a basic operation that is frequently ignored in teaching woodturning.  And while 
much has been written about the use of a bowl gouge or a spindle gouge, little information is available 

about how to drill efficiently or safely.     Check out Dennis’ complete article here. 

… 

http://www.seabreezewoodworks.com/uploads/1/0/9/7/109747869/belcher_lathe_tuneup_d1_jk__1_.pdf
http://www.seabreezewoodworks.com/uploads/1/0/9/7/109747869/a_primer_for_drilling_on_the_lathe.pdf


 

 

Rotary Chisel was originally founded in 1995 by Don Hines in Casper, WY.  Don 
was a professional artist whose mediums ranged from jewelry, painting, metal sculpture, 
bronzes and rock sculptures.  Wanting a better, quicker tool for carving rock, he slowly 
developed what is now the Rotary Chisel.  Because he wanted something that lasted and 
didn’t need to be regularly sharpened, Don turned to carbide, which he found to be strong enough to endure his 
rock carving and still maintain its edge.  He started off with the larger profiles (the 104 and 103 sizes) and slowly 
developed the smaller profiles.   

A friend and fellow artist who was a woodturner suggested Don attend the National Woodturning show to 
share his tool.  Though his original market was fellow rock sculptors he found a niche with his friends in 
woodturning. For roughly 15 years he regularly attended AAW, SWAT and a few smaller regional shows, 
introducing the tool to new artists.   

In 2017 Don moved to AZ to be closer to his daughter (Tawnya) and her family.  They worked on 
creating a new e-commerce website together and jump started the business again after a 2-year hiatus (due to 
health issues).  In June of 2018 Don, Tawnya and her husband Jeff attended the AAW show in Portland, OR 
where artists were excited to see the return of the tool.  Later that year Jeff and Tawnya attended SWAT in 
Waco, TX with equal excitement as many artists had been trying to get their hands on the tools for quite some 
time.   

In July of 2019 Don passed, leaving the business to his daughter, Tawnya.  Today Jeff and Tawnya run it 
together and through social media efforts are trying to introduce the tool to new domestic and International 
artists.  Rotary Chisel ships worldwide, and they love seeing the creations sent to them by artists the world over 
who are just discovering the tools.  

 There are 5 different Sizes and 4 different Carving Profiles for a total of 20 tools.  Each size comes in all 
4 carving profiles. 

The 100 and 101 sizes have a 1/8” shank and can be used in a Dremel or Dremel like tool.  The 
difference is the depth of cut.  The 101 is the most versatile size as you can go shallow or deeper, depending on 
what you are trying to achieve.  We recommend the 100 size to our gourd carvers, but this size can be 
successfully used for texturing your favorite wood too. 

The 102, 103 and 104 sizes all have a ¼” shank and can be used in die grinders, Foredom’s or other 
rotary machines that can accommodate a ¼” shank.  The 104 is very heavy and large, we regularly market this 
to chainsaw carvers who want to add some detail to their creations. Many woodturners though have used them 
to carve out large amounts of wood to create a more raw, unique look vs. the smoother lathe look. 

The carving profiles are as follows: 

• A – has a rounded tip and produces a soft round carve 

• B – has a ‘V’ tip and produces a deep ‘V’ or straight line carve 

• C – has a square head and creates a straight square carve and can also be used at 

different angles for all sorts of different textures. 

• D – creates 3 lines at once and is often used to create fur, feathers or fun hashtag like 

textures 

Due to the tool’s unique design, wood does not get gummed up or stuck and can be used on the hardest 
woods with no grabbing, jumping or sticking. 

 
 A 101-size set was donated to 
the AWA club to experiment with and 
we hope you all enjoy learning what the 
tools can do.   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Featured business with our   
AWA Supplier Discount Program 

 

Rotary Chisel 

http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/awa-supplier-discount-program/
https://rotarychisel.com/


‘A Creative Tool for the Creative Mind’ 
Following are some examples of what textures the tool creates! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Rotary Chisel 

Please feel free to email us 
at:  rotarychisel@gmail.com 

https://rotarychisel.com/
mailto:rotarychisel@gmail.com


  
  

The continuation of the platform bed built by the Slocums – it is looking great.  The headboard 
is 4’ x 10’ and had to go in thru a window.  The platform bed has hidden drawers plus side 
drawers.  Lights will be the finishing touch on the headboard. 

Built by David Slocum and son.  Wood is Knotty 
Elder.   

Chat on Zoom – be sure to check it out during the next Zoom meeting.  Here are 
some “chat” exerts from the June meeting.  People ask questions and Jerry asks 
the demonstrator.  Click on the “chat” button on your Zoom screen, you can move 
the “chat” screen to enable you to see both chat and demo. 

12:33:49  From  Dave Madden : just bought the kit shown for about $16 plus freight. 
About 20 total. from jo Sonjo website 
12:40:22  From  John Brower : Can  you save the excess paint to use later?  If so, How 
do you preserve it and how long is it still workable? 
12:44:02  From  Pat Jones : https://josonja.com/products/iridescent-specialty-colour-set   
on josonja.com website 
12:51:38  From  Rob Carleton : does the paint leave a textured surface and not smooth 
when done? Do you sand? 
12:55:24  From  Dale Gillaspy’s iPhone : I’m at the fire station and had to strip away for 
a few minutes.  Did you apply the paint with the Saran wrap as well? 
12:58:12  From  Jerry Witt : He dabbed it on with a popsickle stick and then spread it 
around with saran 
13:10:50  From  Ken Northern : what are you using to keep that flame from fading? 
13:14:22  From  Mike Mitchell - Surprise, AZ : I don't have a microphone. Only on chat. 
Knitting bowl. Carob wood. About 11" across the opening. 
13:20:45  From  Susan Carleton : Wow J Paul - amazingly beautiful! 
13:21:10  From  Richard Agins : Spectacular work, J Paul! 
13:24:15  From  Richard Agins : Very creative, Jim. 
13:33:07  From  Pat Jones : If you have a suggestion for a demonstration - please let us 
know.  We may have cancellations and need to add in demonstrations - and next year is 
being planned now, too. 
13:40:50  From  Pat Jones : Is sound doing okay for everyone?   
13:41:38  From  Jerry Witt   to   Pat Jones(Privately) : I hope so because I can't do much 
about it 
13:41:59  From  John Brower : I'm new to turning, particularly bowl turning.  When we 
get back to face-to-face meetings,  it would be nice to have some breakout sessions, by 



 
 
 
  

Raffle Drawing Gift Certificates at  
July Virtual Meeting! 

 
How to enter a raffle (by July 15th): 
 

1. Send a picture of a project (include 
your name & the wood – max 2) for the 
Instant Gallery to 
webmaster@AZwoodturners.org 

2. Send a picture to enter the President’s 
Challenge – raffle at the end of the 
year. 

3. Sign up for the virtual meeting to be in 
the raffle drawing.   
 

Info/names must be received by July 15th 
to be included in the drawings. 

April, May, June Virtual Meeting are 
available in the Members Only 
section of the AWA website. 
 
Due to the fact that we were not able to have an onsite 
meeting in April/May/June/July/August, we will post these 
meetings to the members. Once we are back in person – 
we will have options for recording demonstrations and the 
Board will decide on future recordings. 

Remember you can access the member directory, virtual video 
demonstrations, board minutes and budgets in the “Members 
Only” section of the AWA website. 
 
The member directory includes a map of where members live and 
PDF of address/phone numbers of AWA members who agreed to 
share their information.   

Gift Certificates 
donated by: 

mailto:webmaster@AZwoodturners.org
http://www.azwoodturners.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

Virtual Meeting Planned for July AWA Meeting  
 

 
• July 18th 

• Noon to 3pm? 

• Short meeting/explanation 

• Instant Gallery 

o Max 2 per person 

o Send in by July 15th 

• President’s Challenge 

o Send in by July 15th 

o Raffle drawing at the end of the year  

• Demonstration by Matt Clarke 

• Raffle – Gift Certificates  

o Drawings for those who signed up for virtual meeting 

o Drawings for those who turn in pictures for Instant Gallery 

▪ Instant Gallery deadline July 15th  

▪ Send to Webmaster@AZWoodturners.org 

 
This virtual meeting is for AWA members only.   
 
Sign-up in advance.  There is a difference in cost for over 100 participants.  Are you interested in 
participating in the virtual meeting?  We need a headcount. 
 
Sign up here - enter your name if you want to participate. Click on the next available line to enter 
your name.  Enter your first and last name, click tab or enter after each entry.  It saves 
automatically.  Do not delete other names/lines. 
 
Any questions or can’t click the link, email:  webmaster@AZWoodturners.org 
 

A big thank you to Jerry Witt for figuring 
all this out and to David/Sarah Slocum 
for offering their shop for the 
demonstration. 

Sign up today for 
the July 18th Virtual 

Meeting! 
 
 

A Zoom invitation with 
meeting and passcode 

will be emailed to you the 
day before the meeting. 

 

If we do not recognize your name, you may not be admitted to the meeting. 
 

Please sign in to the Zoom Meeting with your first and last 
name (or at least last initial).   
We check to make sure everyone is an AWA member before being admitted to the meeting. 
It’s hard to do that when it says iPad or Don or Joe – when there are multiple first names in the 
membership. 
 

More Zoom Info 
In Members Only 

AWA Website 

mailto:Webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15GhiEyRNVfYv6lK4OMavkVuZVqVFkDuk_8644r2aiXg/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15GhiEyRNVfYv6lK4OMavkVuZVqVFkDuk_8644r2aiXg/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/members-only/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/members-only/


 
 
 
 
  

 

SEND IN PICTURE FOR “PRESIDENT’S CHALLENGE” FOR JULY’S VIRTUAL MEETING!! 

July Project - not using wood 
 

It can be made from resin, with wood in it, as long as the majority of the 
project is resin, or some other material than wood. Let’s get creative 

 
Send in your pictures to webmaster@AZWoodturners.org by July 15th to be 

included in the July Virtual meeting 

As we are in this world of Covid-19 and no on-site meetings, we will 
expand to more “remote demonstrators.”  Do you have someone you 
would recommend? Instead of the August symposium – maybe a 
professional remote demonstration for you to view at home?  Let Jeff 
Kustuch know your thoughts on a good turner to share with the club. 

mailto:webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
mailto:jkustuch@gmail.com
mailto:jkustuch@gmail.com
https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/2020-Virtual-Symposium/2020-Virtual-Symposium---Homepage.aspx


             
 

 

   

Pen Assembly 

I make a lot of inexpensive pens for my 
local co-op gallery.  I turn pens in 
production mode and needed to find a 
way to keep the turned pen sections 
together – and in the right orientation – 
before assembly.  My solution is to slide 
the turned pen sections onto bamboo 
skewers, with the pen’s point or writing 
end, at the sharp end of the skewer.  I 
never have to wonder which end is 
which, and this method keeps the grain 
running the right way.   

Sally Ault, CA 
American Woodturner, April 2019 

Lost setscrews 

Over the past month I lost two setscrews 
from my Stronghold chuck adapter.  
These setscrews prevent the chuck from 
backing off the headstock when the lathe 
is running in reverse.  I use setscrews 
when needed, but when turning a bottle 
stopper or pen, I don’t tighten them.  I 
usually notice a missing setscrew long 
after the shavings have been swept up. 

To prevent setscrews from backing 
themselves out, I wrap the setscrew 
threads with plumbers Teflon tape.  This 
white tape provides enough friction and 
dampens vibrations to keep setscrews 
from falling out when not tightened. 

 
Tom Coghill, Alaska 

American Woodturner, April 2014 

Sanding small discs 

Recently I made some pendants and earrings.   
After parting off the small discs from their 
mounting sticks, I wanted to clean off glue from 
the backside.  Holding the small pieces with my 
fingers was not feasible.  I came up with the 
idea of using a fat dowel with a slightly concave 
end covered with double-stick tape, which 
would hold the small discs.  A Jacobs chuck in 
the headstock held the arbor of my sanding 
disc. 

Jim Meizelis, Illinois 
American Woodturner, April 2014 

 

Remove Pitch 

I was turning money-puzzle wood (Chilean pine) 
recently and got pitch all over my hands and 
forearms. Removal is pretty easy with the help of 
peanut butter.  Rub the area with peanut butter – 
smooth works better than chunky—and wash 
with warm soapy water.  Previously I would have 
used acetone or lacquer thinner but this works 
well, smells better, and is nontoxic for those of 
us without a peanut allergy.  I learned this trick 
from my grandson, Owen. 

Vern Tator, Washington 
American Woodturner, April 2014  

These tips are all brought to you by the 
American Woodturner magazine – Tip section.  
The American Woodturner magazine is free 
with a membership to the American Association 
of Woodturners.  If you are not a member – 
check it out today! 

https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/Communities/Specialty-Programs/Women/Woodturner/WIT/WIT-Home-Page.aspx?hkey=7f6a65b2-ec98-472f-a7b6-2ac573f7258d
https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/Communities/Specialty-Programs/Women/Woodturner/WIT/WIT-Home-Page.aspx?hkey=7f6a65b2-ec98-472f-a7b6-2ac573f7258d


Article from American Woodturner - February 2013 
This article will continue in next month’s newsletter. 
 
Safety should always be a top priority!  No matter the date! 



  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

What is coming … 
 

• July 10-12 AAW Virtual Symposium 
o Sign-up today 
o $20.20 great buy 

• July 18 – AWA Meeting – Matt Clarke 

• August 15 – AWA Meeting TBD 

• September 24-26  Woodturners Worldwide Virtual Symposium 
o Limited amount Early bird pricing  

 
 
 

Do you want to see the virtual demo on July 18th?  Let us know – we need to 
know how many spots to reserve. 
webmaster@AZWoodturners.org 

 

     Arizona Woodturners Organization Facebook is back in action!  This is a 
private group for AWA members only.  Share your projects, ask questions, share tips – talk to 
each other on Facebook.   

Step 1)  Click link here for AWA Facebook page 
Step 2)  Ask to join the group 
Step 3)  Volunteer will confirm your AWA membership 
 

Enjoy!  Explore!       https://www.facebook.com/groups/AZWoodturners/ 

 
 
 Are you interested in helping maintain the AWA Facebook page? 

If so, email:  webmaster@AZWoodturners.org 
 

Another way to stay in touch! 

Current AWA Volunteer Board Members: 
 
OFFICERS: 

President: Jim McCleary  

Vice President: Jeff Kustuch  

Treasurer: David Slocum 

Secretary: Richard Ivy 

 
 

APPOINTED: 

Librarian: Pete 
Beschenbossel  

Webmaster: Pat Jones 

 

DIRECTORS: 

Dale Guilford 

Richard January 

Brian Lensink  

Brian Mason 

Linda Peterson 

 
 

Postings will also be shown 
before each virtual meeting. 

https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/2020-Virtual-Symposium/2020-Virtual-Symposium---Homepage.aspx
https://www.accelevents.com/e/WoodturnersWorldwide
mailto:webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AZWoodturners/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AZWoodturners/
mailto:webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
mailto:jmwoodworking68@gmail.com
mailto:webmaster@azwoodturners.org


AWA BOARD MEETING (ZOOM) June 25, 2020 
Board Members  

 
Richard January - Absent 
Dale Gilford 
Brian Mason 
Brian Lensink 
Linda Peterson 
Pete Beschenbossel, Librarian 
Pat Jones, Webmaster 
 

 
Board Officers: 
 
Jim McCleary        President 
Jeff Kustuch          Vice President 
Richard Ivy            Secretary 
David Slocum       Treasurer  
 

Topics and Items Discussed 

Budget  
 

 Dave Slocum had, previous to the Zoom meeting, distributed the proposed budget. 

 After discussing the Covid impact on the budget it was decided to leave the budget based on Pyle 
meetings as is and allow for flexibility until the nation and State have better direction and the numbers 
start going down. 

 One major area of discussion within the budget was for demonstrators for meetings.  The board is going 
to look for remote demonstrators.  Opening this to the club was thought a good idea. 

 Discussion on reducing misc equipment and items that are not currently used. 

 Motion made by Brian Lensink, seconded and voted.  Majority agreed to pass the budget. Budget posted 
in the Members Only section of the AWA Website.  

 

Rental refund from Pyle. 
 

 The club has been refunded three months of Pyle Center rental so far this year. 

 The Board decided that at least two more months, July and August, will be Zoom meetings. 
 

Tool Sales for Grieving Families (AWA Tool Disposal Program) 

 In May the club was contacted to assist in a “Sale” of a passed member’s turning shop. 

 This allowed the club to help by setting prices, being available for discussions, and lifting and moving 
equipment. 

 Results; VERY happy wife; Everything was sold except for a small wash tub of odds and ends; garage is 
empty; and the client gave the club $650 for the help to be used towards a guest demonstrator. 

 There were a lot of lessons learned and a great experience. 
 

Gift Certificates 
 

 The club has on hand certificates from $10 to $25.  Their expiration dates are all in the future. 

 The venders have been eager to give them. 

 The board discussed methods for distribution over and above the “spinning wheel”. 
 

Dale Gilford 
 

 Dale brought up some thoughts he felt to present to the board but not for decisions or votes. 
o As large as our club is, there should be more ways for us to invest in helping others.  Others 

include: 
▪ Shorty Fund and working in education/schools. 
▪ Seeds of Autism…teach wood skills. 
▪ Center for the blind…teaching turning. 
▪ Mentor program expanded for new members and beginning turners. 
▪ Beads of courage 

 More involvement keeps the club vital. 
 
 

All members present, unless noted 

Richard Ivy, Secretary 



  

  

 

2020 AWA 
Membership 

Form is online and 
ready for you to 

renew your 
membership! 

Amazon & Fry’s programs: 
  
Fry's Community Rewards Program: Log in to your Fry’s account, change 
drop down to “all” search for VD448 or Arizona Woodturners Association 
then click Enroll. New users will need to create an account which requires 
some basic information, a valid email address and a rewards card. 

 

Amazon SMILE                                       
 
Remember to shop thru “Amazon Smile” and designate Arizona 
Woodturners Association as your choice to receive a 0.5% donation from 
Amazon!  All the same stuff as “regular Amazon” but sign-in to Amazon 
Smile to make money for the AWA!!  Sign-up today! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Check out AAW’s 
new website !! 
 

 
ON-SITE 

Monthly Meetings 
SUSPENDED AT THIS TIME 

 

3rd Saturday of the month.   
Time:  12-3:30pm  
Check out the Virtual Meetings 
 
Email: ContactUs@AZwoodturners.org 

Why join the AAW? 

Plain and simple, you are 

enthusiastic about woodturning. 

 
An AAW membership offers you access to the 
single largest portfolio of high-quality 
educational woodturning resources available in 
the world. Membership is the fastest way to 
learn and enhance your woodturning expertise. 

 

Check out FREE 
affiliate 3-month 
membership! 

Newsletter editors      

Pat & Dick Jones - 

webmaster@azwoodturners.org 

We are on the road for the month 
of July – please send in pictures of 
your current projects or tips for 
the newsletter.  The August 
newsletter will be sent your way a 
few days late – by August 6th! 

http://azwoodturners.org/machform/view.php?id=31585
http://azwoodturners.org/machform/view.php?id=31585
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/frys/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/amazon-smile/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/amazon-smile/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/amazon-smile/
https://www.woodturner.org/
https://www.accelevents.com/e/WoodturnersWorldwide

