
 

  
  

Sign-up for the May 
16th Virtual Meeting 
here.  We are trying 
to get a headcount. 

A big thank you for all 
the pictures and 
projects submitted for 
the newsletter!!   
 
Send your “show-and- 
tell” photos by May 
14th for the May virtual 
meeting. 
 
Pat Jones,  
AWA Webmaster/Newsletter 
 
WWW.AZwoodturners.org 
 
 

 

Jim McCleary  
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Well, how are all of our virtual woodturners doing out there? I hope this message 
finds all of you safe and well. 

I don’t know if you watched our virtual club meeting on the 18th of April, but if 
you didn’t, I think you missed a very good meeting. In fact, I think it will be up for 
an Emmy this year! OK maybe not, but it went pretty smoothly for our first one. 
We had some good show-and-tell, and even some virtual raffles. So, make sure 
you tune in on May 16th. 

I contacted the Pyle Center, on the 27th of April, and they said they are waiting 
to see what the governor will say on May 1. The Governor extended his order 
until May 15th; therefore, we will prepare for another Zoom meeting. 

 My wife and I like to go out to eat, but with this pandemic, it makes it 
hard. So, the other night, we went out to one of our favorite fast food 
joints, Raising Cane’s Chicken, awesome chicken by the way. We 
waited in line with 40 other cars, popular place, but they have a good 
system, and it goes pretty fast. It was getting dark, so we headed over 
to Greenfield Park, parked under a street light in the grass, set up a 
small folding table and chairs, covered it with a table cloth, and along 
with our dog Fluffy, we had a nice dinner out. Sometimes you have to 
think outside of the box, or just eat out of the box. 

We, as woodturners, are lucky, because our hobby is one that we can 
do at home. For some of us, we have more time at home, so we get a 
little more time in the shop. We want our members to know that you 
can contact us any time if you have any questions, or need help on 
your projects. We are all in this together. 

 Well, that’s all for now, turn often, turn safe, maintain social 
distancing, and see you on Zoom on 16th of May. 

 

        Jim 

  
 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sW8UenulCAv3PnR7jOVpvj1qpWUYU8z34L7OwILfsGw/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:%20webmaster@azwoodturners.org
file:///C:/Users/pjone/Documents/AWA/Newsletter/2018/December/WWW.AZwoodturners.org
mailto:jmwoodworking68@gmail.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

A big thank you to Dale Gillaspy for demonstrating 
at the April 18th virtual meeting. 

Below are the photos for the piece I described at the end and my lecture notes (below). I have 
also attached a photo with a clay quail in the bark void. Sometimes it’s not what you do to the 
body of the piece, but what you can add to it. 
 
The store I mentioned is Wood World of Texas…. Chestnut brand stains… Just follow the links 
to Jimmy Clewes embellishment products and it will take you straight to it.  
 
Thanks, 
Dale 
 

Dale’s handout on his techniques are on the next two pages. 



 

Surface Enhancement Techniques 
                                                                                             by Dale Gillaspy 

 
Acknowledgements 
 Jimmy Clewes, Molly Winton, Nick Cook, Jason Clark, Iola Hixson 
 
Gilding and Patina: 
 
Points to Remember: 
 Wood must be sealed prior to applying size. I use shellac, but paint will also work. 
 Apply size and let dry to a tack. 
 
 Genuine gold leaf is not a tarnishable metal and will not patina. 
 Silver, Copper, and “Dutch Metal” or imitation gold (Zinc and Copper) will patina. 
 
 When using chemicals for patina, always wear eye protection, chemical resistant gloves,  

and work in a well-ventilated area. 
 
Japan Paints: Pigments ground in synthetic resin-varnishes. Miscible with turpentine. Widely used for 
aging, faux finishes, marbleizing and glazing. Used to make stains or glazes for wet-in-wet techniques 
to create artistic effects. 
 
Japan Paints are available online or at a wide variety of art supply stores. 
Gold leaf available at art supply stores or a variety of online suppliers or wood suppliers. 
Chemicals available from ArtChemicals.com, David J. Marks package is $100, or type in the individual 
chemicals in the search box. They run about $8 each for a 2 oz package. 
 
Potash, Sodium Sulfide, Barium Sulfide, (Cupric Nitrate, Ammonium Chloride), (Combined) 
 

Chemical Effects: 
 
Potash Sulphurated: Will produce Blue on Genuine silver Leaf. When initially applied, the Potash will 
oxidize the silver leaf to a gold color. After several minutes or longer, it will progress to a reddish color 
and then it turns blue. 
 
Barium Sulfide: Produces a brownish, purplish color on Copper and an orange shade on Dutch Metal. 
(Does not fully dissolve.) 
 
Sodium Sulfide: If used lightly and dried quickly with tissue or a paper towel, this patina will create reds 
on Copper, and a variety of greens, blues, reds & oranges on Dutch Metal. This is the fastest of the 
patinas and should be used sparingly. 
 
Ammonium Chloride & Cupric Nitrate Solution: Will oxidize Copper and Dutch Metal to a greenish aged 
bronze color. 
 
Pyrography 
 
Commercial or homemade pens. If commercial, consider pens with replaceable/changeable tips. Can 
make your own. Dichroic wire available online. Electric Leads, electrical cord, (Lamp cord) and ¼” 
mono phone jack all available at Radio Shack. If making your own brands, wire cannot touch itself or it 
will create a short circuit. Consider turning an outer handle for pens out of a dense hardwood. Even 
commercial pens get very hot. 



 

 
You can also make your own heating unit from a battery charger. See Jason Clark for details. 
 
Music Note Bowl: 
 Use a parting tool or round point tool to make 5 evenly spaced lines. (Spacing will vary with the 
project. I usually shoot for about ¼” apart.) Use a wire burner to burn the lines of the staff. After that, I 
remove the bowl from the lathe and mark out the measure lines. I do this by taking the song I want to 
use and divide the number of measures by the circumference of the bowl. I then transfer the song to 
the bowl in pencil. From here, it is just a matter of copying over the pencil marks. Every few measures, 
stop and use 90% rubbing alcohol. (This is stronger than the usual mixture.) It will take the shadow 
marks away without raising the grain. 
 
If you are not musically inclined, you can download music off of the internet for free. Just Google the 
song title you wish to use.  
 
If you don’t want to make your own pens, the internet is filled with burners and pens. Not all pens work 
with all burners, but there are simple adapters available. I got several of my supplies from Treeline, 
USA and Woodcarver’s Supply, but there are a ton of other vendors out there. 
 
Analine Dye 
 
There are powdered and pre-mixed, water based and alcohol-based dyes available. I use mostly 
powdered water-based dyes. I like the powder because you can mix very small amounts, and they 
don’t evaporate if you don’t use them quickly. I got most of mine from Rockler and Craft Supplies USA 
(CSUSA), but again, there are a TON of vendors. Start out with a few primary colors. With Red, Blue, 
and Yellow, you can mix and match and make whatever colors you like. 
 
Use the same mixture for airbrushing or manually applying color. Don’t be afraid to sand back and re-
apply. This will add to layering. If you get a sharp division line between colors, a little wet-sanding will 
blend them nicely. 
 
Filling Cracks/Voids: 
 
 Pre-mixed solutions available in a variety of colors from suppliers such as CSUSA. Sold under the 
brand name “Inlace.” 
 
Powdered Metal: Brass, Copper, etc. mix with epoxy or press in crack and cover with thin CA glue. 
Comes out several shades darker than the dry powder. 
 
Genuine crushed stone: i.e, Turquoise: Crush with mortar and pestle and pack into crack. Cover with 
CA glue. Looks better on dark woods. Hard on tools. 
 
Other additives: Commercial solutions for epoxy. Red glitters, etc. Brass key shavings. 
 
 
Mixed Media 
 Use your imagination. Don’t be afraid to try something new, and discard if it doesn’t work. 
Consider: copper wire, clay sculpture, glass, acrylic, sticks, branches, etc. 
 
 
 
 



 

During these challenging times with the pandemic – more sharing from board members, what’s 
happening with them… We hope you and your family are staying safe during this challenging 

time, and our thoughts are with everyone affected by the virus.  

 
 
 
 
        Richard January   

 
Packing the house and shop for our move to 
Chandler at the end of May.  Here is a 
mesquite bowl I made recently.   
 

 
I have learned a few things about wood turning in my short 8 years.   
 

▪ Turning something you like is a great motivator. 
▪ Not having a group to be part of, is suicide to a turner. 
▪ I don’t have to do what others do to be good, but I can learn from what others do. 
▪ A broken bowl is not a mistake unless you call it that.  It is a lesson learned. 
▪ Put up a sign in the shop: “This is fun!!” 

 
Truly, I have not found my nitch.  I am trying all sorts of styles and methods.  I have difficulty 
making the same thing over and over. It is like, how many ways can you make salt and 
pepper shakers?  I have a style I really like but I would rather use my hollowing jig on green 
mesquite, which I did two days ago and today it split in half!  I will do it again.  I have found 
my “happy place”.  It is in my shop, turning and turning and turning. 
 

Richard Ivy 

At last! Step one done for a small bowl or platter. My "shop" is 
outside and the weather may pose a problem! 
 
Picture below was taken last night at the  
Tempe Lake area. Ate take-out with a friend at a lovely table 
with a view (restaurant closed and tables and chairs still 
outside). Enjoyed a beautiful Arizona sunset dining outside and 
yet still keeping our social distance! 
 
 

Linda Peterson 



 

  

Folks asked for this at the all-day meeting – served for lunch 
 
KFC Coleslaw 
 

8c. finely chopped cabbage 
1 med carrot shredded 
2-4 Tbl. minced onion 
1/3 c. white sugar 
1/2 tsp salt 
1/8 tsp pepper 
1/4 c milk 
1/2 c. mayonnaise (I use Best foods brand) 
1 1/2 Tbl. white vinegar (tarragon vinegar if you can find it) 
2 1/2 Tbl. lemon juice 
 
Stir to combine and refrigerate. For best results make a day ahead. 
 
 

David and 
Sarah Slocum 
 
Woodworking 
on the next 
page 



 

  

David has been busy helping their son 
build a king size platform bed with hidden 
drawers on the end and pull out drawers 
in the sides (the bed is knotty Alder). 
 

Sarah Slocum has had lots of projects going on! 
(honey locus, maple with walnut insets, acacia, 
beehive from African sumac and desert willow 
Tagua nut minis) 
 
 

The saga of the shop…by Pat Jones 
 
It’s amazing what a new lathe (new to him) will do for a guy’s shop.  He has 
totally reorganized his shop.  I can now walk thru it and find him!  We have a 
double car and a single car garage (separated).  He has the single car garage – 
and it is in the best shape that it has been in for 4 years! 

He has packed a lot in here, 
but it is pretty organized: 
2 lathes 
Bandsaw 
Miter saw 
2 work benches 
Sharpener 
Drum sander 
Vacuum systems 
Microwave - mini fridge 
Air conditioner 
Safe racks above for storage 

I really like his tool organizer he built.  Bought a 
stool on wheels at a thrift store, took off the seat 
and built it up with 3 layers for his tools and lots of 
storage inside. 
 
He added lots of storage for his shop by buying a 
large dresser from thrift store and putting it under 
his long work bench on the end. 
 
He really enjoys the workbench on the right that 
he built with Ed Jones. 



 

Coring with the Oneway Easy Core 
 

Ken Waller 
 
During my compulsory and subsequent voluntary COVID-19 isolation out here in the bush that is 
home, I am constantly thankful to have a hobby that I love. A great deal of my turning time is spent 
making bowls (I made 63 of them in 2019 and 16 so far this year). What links these bowls, besides the 
shape, is that just about all of them were produced through coring. If you’re not familiar with coring, it is 
the process of removing the inside of a bowl in one piece and using that piece to produce another 
bowl. If the initial block of wood is large enough, many bowls can be cored from it. Most coring is done 
with green wood, so the bowls must be of large enough wall thickness to allow for shrinkage during 
drying. Even so, from a 20” diameter initial blank, five bowls can easily be cored. 

There are three coring systems on the market: the Oneway Easy Core; the Kelton McNaughton Center 
Saver; and the Woodcut Bowlsaver. While discussing which is best is similar to identifying the best 
pick-up truck (everyone seems vigorously loyal to the one they own) each has its own advantages. I 
will only be discussing the Oneway system as it is the one I have been using for over 12 years. 

There are many advantages to using a coring system: 

• Efficiency of material. If you have to buy wood, you get more bowls for your buck. I made the decision to buy 
a coring system when I had to pay big bucks for a half-log section of birds’-eye maple. The extra bowls 
produced more than I paid for the wood, leaving more profit for me. It didn’t take long for the system to pay 
for itself. 

• Less waste (and less clean-up). Instead of one bowl and 2+ garbage bags of shavings, you end up with 
several bowls and a partial bag of shavings. 

• Speed. I can turn a 16”-dia blank into four bowls in less than an hour. To make four bowls from four blanks 
would likely take more than three times that. 

The main negative side of coring is the initial cost. A Standard McNaughton set can run $400, the 
Woodcut Bowlsaver runs about $525 and the Oneway system with a base and three knife sets can 
cost $680. These prices tend to make turners reluctant to take the plunge. All I can say is that, if you 
turn bowls on a regular basis, turn unique (read expensive) wood or feel it’s taking longer to turn bowls 
than it could, a coring system is for you. Once you get the hang of it, you’ll wish you hadn’t waited so 
long. 

The Oneway Easy Core System 

The Oneway system is composed of a base, sized to the swing of your lathe, a pivoting cutter arm with 
a cutter mounted on the end, and a pivoting support arm. Oneway has four cutter-and-support 
assemblies (9”, 11 ½”, 13” and 16”) which have enough range to be able to cut cores from 6” to 18”. 

The base unit costs around $200 with each cutter/support assembly costing from $150 to $190. A lot of 
folks buy the smaller two cutter assemblies (which will core out bowls up to 14” in dia. Bigger-bowl 
enthusiasts will get the third cutter (for a bowl up to 16”). A few will buy the large cutter to handle bowls 
up to 19” and larger. 

  



 

The Coring Process 

The first step in coring is to mount the blank (usually on a faceplate) and turn the outside of the bowl 
complete with a tenon with which you will mount the blank in a chuck. 

 

Second step is to reverse the blank in your chuck and clean up the face of the blank. 

 

 

The third step is to mount the Easy Core 
base with the cutter/support assembly 
closest to the desired core diameter 
(leaving a wall thickness of about 10% of 
the bowl diameter). The base is moved 
along the bed so that the cutter leaves the 
desired bottom thickness in the large bowl, 
and across the bed so that the cutter is at 
the desired radius. The post of the support 
assembly is moved under the cutter arm as 
close to the blank as possible. The base 
and support arm post are then tightened 
securely. 

 

 

 

 

The fourth step is the fun part. With the 
lathe speed set to around 500 rpm, rotate 
the cutting arm until the cutter starts to cut 
the blank. Apply constant pressure 
advancing the cutter until it’s about 1” into 
the blank. 

 

 

 

 

1 2 

3

 

4

 



 

 

Fifth step. At this point, stop the lathe and move 
the support arm until it is aligned with the cutter 
arm and is protruding into the groove made by 
the cutter. Re-tighten the support arm post and 
continue cutting. Remember to retract the cutter 
frequently to clear out the wood chips inside the 
groove. Every inch or so, stop the lathe and 
reposition the support arm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step six. Continue the coring until the core drops 
out of the blank or, if you are worried about a 
runaway blank, stop the lathe when you think 
you are close and tap the core with a rubber 
mallet. If there is less than 1 ½” left, the core will 
break away. 

 

 

 

 

Step seven (& eight, nine and maybe 10) remount the core and repeat steps one through six. 

Seal and date the blanks and 3 months later (3 weeks in Arizona) you’ll have 3 bowls ready for finish 
turning. 

 

 

 

5

 

6

 



 

The same process can be carried out with natural-edge bowls. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oneway has a 6-part tutorial on the Easy Core system that can be viewed at 
https://oneway.ca/tutorials%20easy%20core 

 
Have fun, 
Ken Waller 
 
 

A big welcome to our NEW AWA members for 2020: 
 

Richard Agins 

Donovan Bertsch 

John Brower 

Dennis Buckner 

Stan Celestian 

Jack Dohallow 

Steve Freidkin 

Russell Heisinger 

Ray Knapp 

Chuck Mills 

Jerry Nanson 

Don Norgren 

Ronold Platner 

Beth Purdy 

Patrick Roland 

Danny 

Ken Thompson 

Roy Ulrich 

Greg Wagner 

Paul & Barbara Westbrook 

 
 

https://oneway.ca/tutorials%20easy%20core


 

 
 
 
  

A big thank you to all the members who have been sending in 
their work to share…. 

Maple bowl cut to look like a maple leaf and 
then airbrushed. 
 

End Grain acacia turned bowl with semi natural 
edge with epoxy falls 
 
Larry Jurgens 
 

I've just finished this maple bowl and had some CNC 
engraving done for the fluted edge.  It is about 9" in 
diameter and 3" high. 
 
Andy Pulsipher 
 

 
 

 
 

Just finished a French rolling pin today that is made from Brazilian Rosewood its sanded to 3000 
grit.  It’s 19 3/4 inches long and is 1 3/4 in the center.  
 

George Brill 
 

 
If I missed showing 
your work – please 
email to me again.  My 
computer and I had a 

challenging month.        

I will use in next 
month’s newsletter. 
 
Pat 

mailto:%20webmaster@azwoodturners.org


 

For me, personally, the social distancing has just given me back some time to do woodturning.  I was 
way too busy helping our community's board with village issues.  Now I am happily doing some 
cleaning of my garage, organizing fishing gear in hopes of still using it this year, and doing a bit of 
turning. 
 
Here are the latest two turnings.  This urn is 6.5 inches tall.  Flame maple body and walnut top.  Walls 
are about 3/16-inches. Bowl turned from Live Oak.  It is 7 3/4-inches by 2 3/4-inches.  
Our retirement community took out a Live Oak in February.  I snagged a couple of 10-inch diameter 
logs.  Wet turned them immediately, and put them into paper sacks to stabilize.  It was amazingly fast -
- about 2 months to dry.  Talk about the rough turned bowls being out of round ovals!  By about 3/4 
inches.  But no cracks.  The wood is very nice to turn and interesting, tight grain, with cross-grain 
rays.    
 
Anyway, I'm planning on doing more turning in my garage before the weather gets too unbearable. 
 
Marvin Fretwell 
 

Hi. Trying out my skills on the wave 
bowl.  I attended John Beaver's 
demo.  I haven't mastered the dowels 
for the alignment of the veneer.  I 
missed a step somewhere.   
 
The wood is elm with a walnut 
veneer.  Finished with Watco Danish 
oil and buffed with carob wax.  If 
someone knows of the step for putting 
in the dowels it would be great.   
 
Having fun.   
 
Remie Benoit 
 



 

  

Small box (3 inches 
tall) is olive root; large 
box (7 inches tall; 4 
inches top diameter) is 
elm burl from 
Wisconsin. Both are 
natural finish; buffed 
wax. 
 
Ron Platner, 
Scottsdale 
 

Piece of a large Carob stump, (19 ×12).  Has some Wenger pewa's. Poly finish buffed and waxed.  
 
By Don Mitchell 
 

 
 

 



 

  
Photos to the right: the first two projects on my 
Dad’s new lathe.  They are both made of 
Sycamore and the one is wood burned with just 
a simple flower I found online.  The other is 
finished on the lathe but is unfinished because I 
am working on a pattern of a black tulip based 
on a picture I took. I wasn't sure if they would 
work with them being flat on two sides instead of 
round but that allowed the opportunity for 
woodburning and I think they turned out well.  
 
Brian Warnke.  

Attached are tool and Allen wrench handles both made from 
ash.  I used Dale’s tip from his Zoom demo to torch the ash 
then use Rub ‘n Buff plus 3 coats of lacquer.  This handle is 
for my recently purchased ¼” tools and I made my own insert 
drilling the metal rod on my wood lathe and tapping a set 
screw.  Turned and colored green rings on both pieces to 
distinguish the correct Allen wrench for the handle.   
 
Keep the chips flying, 
Roy Ulrich 

Here are two pieces I have been working 
on.  The first is Pecan wood and mahogany 
with some turquoise inlaid.  The second is 
a piece of pecan connected to a base of 
mesquite 
 
Rich Boden 



 

 
 
 
Made from Dalbergia Sissoo.  Hollow form,  
turned and carved.  Oil finish. 
 
J Paul  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

On left: 
Mesquite burl- 
hollowed out 
sphere about 5” by 
5”. 
 
On right: 
Bowl from sisso. 
Beautiful array of 
colors in the grain. 
 
Cal Vanderkooi 
 

Cherry 6-sided vessel with lid 

Beech 4-sided bowl 

Spalted maple off center bowl 

Some of my quarantine time.  
 
Dave Madden 
 



 

 
 
  

Raffle Drawing Gift Certificates at  
May Virtual Meeting! 

 
Two ways to enter a raffle: 
 

1. Send a picture of a project (include 
your name & the wood – max 2) for the 
Show N Tell to 
webmaster@AZwoodturners.org 

2.  Sign up for the virtual May 16th 
meeting here 

 
Info/names must be received by May 14th 

to be included in the drawings. 

April 18th Virtual Meeting will be 
available online in the Members 
Only section of the AWA website. 
 
Due to the fact that we were not able to have an onsite 
meeting in April/May, we will post these meetings to the 
members.  Once we are back in person – we will have 
options for recording demonstrations and the Board will 
decide on future recordings. 

Remember you can access the member directory in the “Members 
Only” section of the AWA website. 
 
The member directory includes a map of where members live and 
address/phone numbers of AWA members who agreed to share 
their information.   

mailto:webmaster@AZwoodturners.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sW8UenulCAv3PnR7jOVpvj1qpWUYU8z34L7OwILfsGw/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.azwoodturners.org/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

Virtual Meeting Planned for MAY AWA Meeting  
Brian Lensink demonstrating “Open Segmented Vessel” 

 

• May 16 

• Noon to 3pm ? 

• Short meeting/explanation 

• Board re-elections 

• Show N Tell/Instant Gallery 

o Max 2 per person 

o Send in by May 14th  

• Demonstration – Segmented Vase 

• Raffle – Gift Certificates  

o Drawings for those who signed up for virtual meeting 

o Drawings for those who turn in pictures for Instant Gallery 

▪ Instant Gallery deadline May 14th 

▪ Send to Webmaster@AZWoodturners.org 

 
This virtual meeting is for AWA members only.   
 
Sign-up in advance.  There is a difference in cost for over 100 participants.  Are you interested in 
participating in the virtual meeting?  We need a headcount. 
 
 Sign up here - enter your name if you want to participate. Click on the next available line to enter 
your name.  Enter your name, click tab or enter after each entry.  It saves automatically.   
Do not delete other names/lines. 
 
Any questions or can’t click the link, email:  webmaster@AZWoodturners.org 
 

A big thank you to Jerry Witt for figuring 
all this out and to David/Sarah Slocum 
for offering their shop for the 
demonstration. 

Sign up today for 
the May 16th 

Virtual Meeting! 
 
 

A Zoom invitation with 
meeting and passcode 

will be emailed to you on 
May 14th. 

 

If we do not recognize your name, you may not be admitted to the meeting. 
 

Please sign in to the Zoom Meeting with your first and last 
name (or at least last initial).   
We check to make sure everyone is an AWA member before being admitted to the meeting. 
It’s hard to do that when it says iPad or Don or Joe – when there are multiple first names in the 
membership. 
 

More Zoom Info 
In Members Only 

AWA Website 

mailto:Webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sW8UenulCAv3PnR7jOVpvj1qpWUYU8z34L7OwILfsGw/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sW8UenulCAv3PnR7jOVpvj1qpWUYU8z34L7OwILfsGw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sW8UenulCAv3PnR7jOVpvj1qpWUYU8z34L7OwILfsGw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sW8UenulCAv3PnR7jOVpvj1qpWUYU8z34L7OwILfsGw/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/members-only/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/members-only/


 

No further nominations were received for the Board positions 
noted below.  Nominations have been open since February 
2020.   
 
We will do a vote in the virtual meeting on May 16th to re-elect 
the following members to the board. 
 

AWA Elections May 16th, 2020 
 

 
Position Election Year Current Nominations so far  

President 2021 Jim McCleary 
 

Vice President  2020  Jeff Kustuch Jeff Kustuch 

Treasurer 2021 David Slocum 
 

Secretary 2020  Richard Ivy Richard Ivy 

Director 1 2021 Linda Peterson  

Director 2 2021 Brian Mason  

Director 3 2021 Richard January  

Director 4 2021 Dale Guilford  

Director 5 2020 Brian Lensink Brian Lensink 

 
  

It was great to hear from folks that they were 
doing okay during this unusual time in our 
history.   
 
Keep those emails coming with or without 
pictures. 
 
Check in:  webmaster@AZWoodturners.org 
 

As you enjoy this wonderful hobby, I’m sure you are creating some great projects.  Why 
not share them on the AWA Facebook page? 
 
Start a challenge on Facebook!   
 
Post photos, ask questions – mentor and listen to each other! 
 
 

Enjoy!  Explore!       https://www.facebook.com/groups/AZWoodturners/ 

 
 

 

mailto:webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AZWoodturners/


 
             

   
 
Niles Bottle Stoppers is a supporter of AWA!  A note 
from Ruth Niles: 
 
I designed my first stainless steel bottle stopper in 2005 
mostly for my own use in adding them to the turnings I was making and selling. I have always 
supported myself and when other artists saw my stoppers and wanted to buy them, I started selling 
them to other turners. The business grew every year as more and more turners saw the top quality and 
excellent fit in most bottles. To achieve consistent high quality our stoppers are made in the USA at a 
fabricating shop located in Missouri. New designs and solutions continue to be added to my website. I 
now have over 5,000 customers; some order regularly, some once or twice a year and I love them all. 
For a complete product listing and purchasing you can visit our website at 
www.nilesbottlestoppers.com 
 
 

 
 

 
We ask companies in our AWA Supplier Discount Program to send us a little 
blurb about their business.  Ruth Niles story is more than what it says 
above.   
 
Ruth supported herself and a couple kids as a seamstress, owning a fabric 
shop, being a waitress, and antique dealer.  She found she was passing up 
antiques that were missing a leg or finial and decided to learn to turn.  Ruth 

started checking books out of the library, bought a lathe and turning tools – she taught herself how to 
turn.  She made replacement parts for those antiques she had to pass up previously.  After attending 
an AAW Symposium Ruth expanded her woodturning.  She started creating, producing, marketing and 
selling her wares at craft fairs. 
 
In February 2005 she was commissioned to make bottle stoppers and coffee scoops for a gift shop. 
She had never made bottle stoppers before and found she wasn’t pleased with the chrome stoppers 
she was using.  She designed her own and went to a local small machine shop for a quote. She says, 
“They figured it was a waste of their time and I understood; after all, here is this little old lady asking for 
bottle stoppers!  I ordered 100 pieces for my own use.  I never thought about being in the stopper 
business.” 
 
It's a great story of how other woodturners saw her stoppers at a woodturning symposium in April 2005 
– she started selling to the public in July 2005.  Learn more about her challenges and how she went to 
taverns asking for their empty whiskey and wine bottles – so she could get the right taper for each 
bottle neck. Ruth feels strongly about being American made. Check out the rest of her story here. 
 

Featured business with our   
AWA Supplier Discount Program 

 

http://www.nilesbottlestoppers.com/
https://nilesbottlestoppers.com/about-us/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/awa-supplier-discount-program/
https://nilesbottlestoppers.com/


 

 

AWA BOARD MEETING (ZOOM) April 8, 2020 
 

Board Members Present: 

Richard January 
Dale Gilford 
Brian Mason 
Brian Lensink 
Linda Peterson 
Pete Beschenbossel, Librarian 
Pat Jones, Webmaster 
 

Board Officers: 
 
Jim McCleary        President 
Jeff Kustuch          Vice President 
Richard Ivy            Secretary 
David Slocum       Treasurer  
 
Guest     Jerry Witt 

 

Topics and Items Discussed 

 

Possible New Location for the AWA Meetings.  Always looking at different options. 

 Moving AWA to church space at Bethany Home and Central will increase rental costs. 

 In the future it was suggested to ask owner if we could be allowed to have a meet there so the 
membership could back a better decision. 

 Board decided to continue looking for other option while the AWA cannot meet at Pyle Center. 
Rental refund from Pyle. 

 The club will be receiving a rebate for missed meetings from the Pyle Center.  This will likely be paid or 
credited when we know the return date. 

 Rebated funds may be used to offset the costs of Zoom Meeting software. 
AAW Virtual Meeting – Report by Jerry Witt and Pat Jones 

 The meeting was held to introduce tuning clubs on how to set up remote demonstrations. 

 Jerry and Pat confirmed the present Board meeting was attempted based on the AAW meeting. 
Zoom Meeting Software 

 Cost is $15/month for a system that allows 100 member attendees. 

 Cost is $56/month additional for a system that allows 500 member attendees 

 After the first Zoom demonstration the board will survey the membership. 
June expiring Gift Certificates  

 These will be distributed during the first Virtual meeting.  There are 5x$20. 
Library 

 Pete B. discussed the possibility of putting the library on the website. 
April and May AWA meetings 

 The board is planning on virtual meetings, at the least, April and May. 
Budget 

 Dave S presented the 2019 budget, 2019 actual, and 2020 Budget.  The board discussed the areas for 
possible savings in the future, organization for easier understanding and the impact of possible future 
activities.  

 The budget will be re-reviewed and voted on at the next board meeting. 
Elections 

 There are positions to be voted on this year: Vice President, Secretary, and one board member. 

 At present the Vice President, Jeff Kustuch, and Secretary, Richard Ivy, wish to run again for their 
present positions.  Brian said he would run if no nominations.  May do virtual election. 

 
Richard Ivy, Secretary 
  



 

 
 
 

 

 
   

Quest for the Perfect Finish 

I am always on the lookout for the perfect finish 
although I really don't believe there is one. One of 
the woodturning blogs that I have found helpful is 
by Carl Ford. http://www.carlford.us/blog/ His 
reviews and tips can be beneficial at times. On his 
blog I recently found a demo handout titled "Great 
Polyurethane Finishes Demo"  
http://carlford.info/blog/2013/01/great-polyurethane-
finishes-demo/. In this handout he describes the 
process with detailed steps. So, I have decided to 
give this one a try, but I plan on adding more coats 
hoping to obtain that depth of finish appearance. 
Wish me luck. 

 
Ideas from our AWA members from the April 
18th Virtual Meeting: 
 
Use Guitar Strings as a burning wire – works 
great! 
 
Use the maroon colored scotch-brite pads for 
clearing the overbrush on burning. 
 
Martin Saban-Smith videos on YouTube show 
great dyed pieces. 
 
www.turningmaven.com great site to see 
embellishments by Molly Winton. 
 

Safety in Design of Workspace  

• Set up the workspace to create the 
optimal environment. Bright lighting is 
necessary to clearly see while working. 

• Extension cords may cause electric 
shocks, are a tripping hazard and should 
not be used. 

• To provide adequate ventilation 
against dust it is recommended that a 
dust extraction system be used. The 
workshop should also feature windows 
that can be opened for ventilation. 

• Clean up the work area, after each 
session. This includes cleaning all tools 
and placing up out of the reach of 
children. All machinery should be picked 
up off the floor and the floor swept when 
finished for the day. 

• At the beginning of each session 
check that all tools are properly 
sharpened.  A dull tool can cause forced 
movements that lead to injury. 

 

How to Turn a Sphere 
By Craft Supplies USA -  
 

Turning a sphere is a great project to use up 
some of the highly-figured wood in your shop. 
It’s also the perfect way to learn, or hone, 
your woodturning technique. There are many 
methods of turning a sphere, in this one we’ll 
show you how to do it with tools you likely 
already own. 
 

Hose clamp marks lathe tool-rest position 
When you rotate your lathe's tool rest to cut 
angles and tapers, it's easy to lose track of the 
original elevation. And finding that exact spot 
again can try your patience. Slip a hose clamp 
from the hardware store onto the shaft of the tool 
rest in the position you want to return to and 
tighten it down as show. Then, go ahead and 
move the tool rest to cut your tapers and angles. 
When you're ready to return to the original spot, 
the hose clamp will keep the tool rest at the 
proper level. (Wood Magazine.com) 
--William D. Phillips, Punxsutawney, Pa. 

 

http://www.carlford.us/blog
http://carlford.info/blog/2013/01/great-polyurethane-finishes-demo
http://carlford.info/blog/2013/01/great-polyurethane-finishes-demo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mECiboTRDxQ
http://www.turningmaven.com/
https://www.amishfurniturefactory.com/library/woodturning-safety-tips.html
http://blog.woodturnerscatalog.com/2020/03/how-to-turn-a-sphere/
http://blog.woodturnerscatalog.com/author/edorman/
https://www.woodmagazine.com/woodworking-tips/techniques/skills/tested-woodturning-tips?catref=wd146&page=12&mode=step_by_step


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

What is coming … 
 

• May 16 - AWA Demo – Brian Lensink, Segmented  

• June 4-7 AAW’S 34th Annual International Symposium 
o Louisville, KY - cancelled 

 
 
 

Do you want to see the virtual 
demo on May 16th?  Let us 

know – we need to know how 
many spots to reserve. 
webmaster@AZWoodturners.org 

 

     Arizona Woodturners Organization Facebook is back in action!  This is a 
private group for AWA members only.  Share your projects, ask questions, share tips – talk to 
each other on Facebook.   

Step 1)  Click link here for AWA Facebook page 
Step 2)  Ask to join the group 
Step 3)  Volunteer will confirm your AWA membership 
 

Enjoy!  Explore!       https://www.facebook.com/groups/AZWoodturners/ 

 
 
 Are you interested in helping maintain the AWA Facebook page? 

If so, email:  webmaster@AZWoodturners.org 
 

Another way to stay in touch! 

Current AWA Volunteer Board Members: 
 
OFFICERS: 

President: Jim McCleary  

Vice President: Jeff Kustuch  

Treasurer: David Slocum 

Secretary: Richard Ivy 

 
 

APPOINTED: 

Librarian: Pete 
Beschenbossel  

Webmaster: Pat Jones 

 

DIRECTORS: 

Dale Guilford 

Richard January 

Brian Lensink  

Brian Mason 

Linda Peterson 

 
 

mailto:webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AZWoodturners/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AZWoodturners/
mailto:webmaster@AZWoodturners.org
mailto:jmwoodworking68@gmail.com
mailto:webmaster@azwoodturners.org


 

  
 

Join the American 
Association of Woodturners 
(AAW) for more resources 
and videos. 
 
With the largest portfolio of 
woodturning-related 
material in the world, AAW 
is the go-to source for 
woodturners of all skill 
levels. A membership with 
the AAW can help you 
learn and thrive in your 
woodturning experience, as 
well as connect with others 
who share your passion.  
 
Annual memberships in the 
AAW operate on an 
anniversary cycle, whereby 
your membership will start 
with your join date and 
continue for one year.    
 

Check out AAW’s 
new website !! 
 

2020 AWA 
Membership 

Form is online and 
ready for you to 

renew your 
membership! 

Amazon & Fry’s programs: 
  

As you buy those groceries or online goodies – be sure 
to designate AWA to receive a donation!! 
 
AWA is part of the Fry’s Community Rewards program – if you shop at 
Fry’s – designate AWA as your non-profit! 
 
Fry's Community Rewards Program: Log in to your Fry’s account, change 
drop down to “all” search for VD448 or Arizona Woodturners Association 
then click Enroll. New users will need to create an account which requires 
some basic information, a valid email address and a rewards card. 

 

Amazon SMILE                                       
 
Remember to shop thru “Amazon Smile” and designate Arizona 
Woodturners Association as your choice to receive a 0.5% donation from 
Amazon!  
 
All the same stuff as “regular Amazon” but sign-in to Amazon Smile to make 
money for the AWA!!  Sign-up today! 
 
 
 
 

 

Affiliate membership FREE worldwide 
Three (3) month Individual (Affiliate) membership offered for 
members of AAW chapters. We provide full access to all online 
content our publications American Woodturner and Woodturning 
FUNdamentals as well as availability of demonstrator, maker and 
educator profiles on the AAW website. 
 

Membership features: 
• Digital access to issues of American Woodturner and Woodturning 

FUNdamentals 

• Full online access to all published content, current and archived 

• AAW digital membership card 

• AAW e-newsletters: AAW Tool Box (weekly), Keep Turning with AAW 
(bimonthly) 

• Public profile as a demonstrator plus image availability  

• Public profile as a maker plus image availability  

 

If you are not an 
American Association of 
Woodturners (AAW) 
member – here is a great 
way to check it out! 
 

https://www.woodturner.org/
https://www.woodturner.org/
https://www.woodturner.org/
http://azwoodturners.org/machform/view.php?id=31585
http://azwoodturners.org/machform/view.php?id=31585
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/frys/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/amazon-smile/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/amazon-smile/
http://www.azwoodturners.org/wood/amazon-smile/
https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/Join-Pages/Wizards/Affiliate-Join.aspx


 

 

 

Newsletter editors      

Pat & Dick Jones - webmaster@azwoodturners.org 

 
ON-SITE 

Monthly Meetings 
SUSPENDED AT THIS TIME 
 
3rd Saturday of the month.   
Time:  12-3:30pm  
Check out the Virtual Meetings 

 
Email: 
ContactUs@AZwoodturners.org 

Bill was a member of 
AWA for several 
years and previous 
vice-president. 
Samples of Bill’s 
work below. 
 
A private burial will 
be held at a later 
date in Whitney, 
Ontario. 


